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THE BLOODY TENET OF 


by Roger Williams 
(1600 - 1683) 


TRUTH . ..I must proclaim, before the most holy 
God, angels, and men, that . . . this [persecution} 
is a foul, a black, and a bloody tenet [“tenent”}. 

A tenet warring against the Prince of Peace, 
Christ Jesus... 

A tenet fighting against the sweet end of His 
coming, which was not to destroy men’s lives, for 
their religions, but to save them by the meek and 
peaceable invitations and persuasions of His peace- 
able wisdom’s maidens. . . 

A tenet lamentably guilty of His most precious 
blood, shed in the blood of so many hundred thou- 
sands of His poor servants by the civil powers of the 
world, pretending to suppress blasphemies, heresies, 
idolatries, superstition, etc. 

A tenet fighting with the spirit of love, holiness, 
and meekness, by kindling fiery spirits of false zeal 
and fury, when yet such spirits know not of what 
spirit they are. 

A tenet, against which the blessed souls under the 
altar cry loud for vengeance, this tenet having cut 
their throats, torn out their hearts, and poured forth 
their blood in all ages, as the only heretics and blas- 
phemers in the world .. . 

A tenet loathsome and ugly (in the eyes of the 
God of heaven, and serious sons of men) I say, 
loathsome with the palpable filths of gross dissimu- 
lation and hypocrisy. Thousands of peoples and 
whole nations compelled by this tenet to put on the 
foul vizard of religious hypocrisy, for fear of laws, 
losses, and punishments, and for the keeping and 
hoping for of favor, liberty, woridly commodity, etc. 

A tenet woefully guilty of hardening all false and 
deluded consciences (of whatsoever sect, faction, 
heresy, or idolatry, though never so horrid and blas- 
phemous) by cruelties and violences practised against 
them; all false teachers and their followers (ordinar- 
ily) contracting a brawny and steely hardness from 
their sufferings for their consciences. 

A tenet that shuts and bars out the gracious proph- 
ecies and promises and discoveries of the most glori- 
ous Sun of Righteousness, Christ Jesus, that burns 
up the holy Scriptures, and forbids them (upon the 
point) to be read in English, or that any trial or 
search, or (truly) free disquisition be made by them; 
when the most able, diligent, and conscionable read- 
ers must pluck forth their own eyes, and be forced 
to read by the (whichsoever predominant) clergy’s 
spectacles. 

A tenet that stunts the growth and flourishing of 
the most likely and hopefulest commonweals and 
countries, while consciences, the best, and the best 
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deserving subjects are forced to fly (by enforced 
or voluntary banishment) from their native coun- 
tries... 

A tenet whose gross partiality denies the principles 
of common justice, while men weigh out to the con- 
sciences of all others that which they judge not fit 
nor right to be weighed out to their own. Since the 
persecutor’s rule is, to take and persecute all con- 
sciences, only himself must not be touched. 

A tenet that is but Machiavelism, and makes a 
religion but a cloak . . . to policy and private ends 
of Jeroboam’s crown and the priest’s benefice, etc. 

A tenet that corrupts and spoils the very civil 
honesty and natural conscience of a nation. . . 

In the sad consideration of all which (dear Peace) 
. . » hide thee from the world’s tumults and combus- 
tions in the breasts of thy truly noble children, who 
profess and endeavor to break the irony and insup- 
portable yokes upon the souls and consciences of 
any of the sons of men. 

PEACE. Methinks (dear Truth) if any of the 
least of these deep charges be found against this 
tenet, you do not wrong it when you style it bloody 
. . It gives me wonder that so many and so excellent 
eyes of God’s servants should not espy so foul a 
monster, especially considering the universal oppo- 
sition this tenet makes against God’s glory, and the 
good of all mankind. 

TRUTH. There hath been many foul opinions, 
with which the old serpent hath infected and be- 
witched the sons of men (touching God, Christ, the 
Spirit, the Church, against holiness, against peace, 
against civil obedience, against chastity), insomuch 
that even sodomy itself hath been a tenet maintained 
in print by some of the very pillars of the Church 
of Rome. But this tenet is so universally opposite to 
God and man, so pernicious and destructive to both 
(as hath been declared) that like the powder-plot, 
it threatens to blow up all religion, all civility, all 
humanity, yea, the very being of the world, and the 
nations thereof at once... 

PEACE. The dreadful righteous hand of God, 
the eternal and avenging God, is pulling off these 
masks and vizards, that thousands and the world 
may see this bloody tenet’s beauty. 

TRUTH. .. . For me, though censured, threat- 
ened, persecuted, I must profess, while heaven and 
earth lasts, that no one tenet that . . . the world doth 
harbor, is so heretical, blasphemous, seditious, and 
dangerous to the corporal, to the spiritual, to the 
present, to the eternal good of all men, as the bloody 
tenet (however washed and whited) I say, as is the 
bloody tenet of persecution for cause and conscience. 
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“After receiving the shipment of 
clothing from the American Mission 
to Greeks,” writes one of our mis- 
sionaries in Greece, “we sorted it out 
into bundles for 100 families. Then 
we traveled up into the snow-covered 
mountains, where people live in holes 
in the rocks which they call homes. 
What a touching scene met our eyes— 
a crowd of barefoot people who had 
traveled through the snow long dis- 
tances to meet us! How eagerly they 
went with us to the port where the 
clothes were to be unloaded. How 
patiently they waited, despite their 
cold and hunger. We had a wonderful 
opportunity to tell them of the love of 
Christ and to assure them that God 
had not forsaken them but inspired 
His children to come to their relief. 
A poor widow held up the clothing 
she had received and said, ‘It is hard 
to believe that someone has thought 
of us, yet here I am holding a coat 
for my sick child.’ Now the people 
were ready to believe in the love of 
God and begged us for New Testa- 
ments for each family we had helped. 
(At 5 for $1.00 we could supply 50 
families for only $10.00) 

“A schoolteacher had written us, 
‘| have 120 pupils and 80 of them 
have been found to be tubercular, as 
a result of undernourishment and ex- 
posure to the cold. Please bring some 
food for these children to enable them 
just once to experience the joy of 
having a full stomach. We shall be 
so grateful for anything you can do 
for these children.’ So with the cloth- 
ing we took along some butter, milk 
and eggs and distributed them to the 
children. You should have seen their 
eyes shine! With the permission of 
the director of the school we then 
gave the Gospel. Our only regret was 
that we could not furnish them with 
New Testaments to take home. 

“The school director in Kandyla 
wrote us that he has 400 pupils who 
are in the need of food and clothing. 
He also invited us to introduce them 
to Christ. Please pray that we may 
have the supplies and New Testa- 
ments needed to help these children 
and their families and bring them the 
Gospel: (Perhaps you who read this 
report would like to convince these 
children and their families that God 
does care and provide for them). 

“My heart was greatly touched to 
receive a gift of $3 from a leper who 
wrote: “I wanted to buy some books 
with this money, but after prayer I 
decided I should send it to you to buy 
meat for three families.’ It made us 
very happy to do this for him and you 
should have seen the joy of those 
three families! It was such a long 
time since they had tasted meat. And 
how eagerly they accepted the truth 
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of the Gospel! Now they tell everyone 
of the Christian leper who became 
their benefactor.” 

Why are these people so poor and 
needy? Why have they never heard 
the Gospel? The answer to the first 
question is that the recent earthquakes 
destroyed their homes and robbed 
them of their means of livelihood. 
Greece has never recovered after hav- 
ing been bled white in its heroie de- 
fense of freedom in the last war and 
its devastation by the communist guer- 
rillas thereafter. Yet hunger, cold and 
disease have not been able to quench 
their indomitable spirit, and have only 
intensified their hunger after spiritual 
values. The Greek Orthodox Church 
has not encouraged the reading of 
God’s Word in the common tongue of 
the people, nor been able to satisfy 
the need of the people’s hearts for a 
personal Saviour. Since the Protes- 
tants in Greece number only 1/7 of 
1% of the population, you can see 
what a field white unto harvest is ours 
as we seek to preach the Gospel and 
distribute God’s Word to every city 
and village of this neglected mission 
field. And it is our relief program 
which is convincing these people that 
our Christian profession is not a mat- 
ter of empty words, but finds its ex- 
pression in practical ministering to 
their needs. 

One of our Youth Camp directors 
in Greece says a very true thing! 
“Both churches and parents must give 
utmost attention to our children who, 
in the days to come, will become the 
spiritual foundation of our families 
and of our militant church. 

Last season our camp site was at 
Nea Penteli, surely not the best place 
that we could have, but the only one 
we could secure. We did not have 
sufficient water and the wind blew so 
strongly that many times we had to 
get up and fix tents that blew down 
and were torn during the night. The 
ground was rocky and uneven, and 
because of all these difficulties many 
folk predicted failure, but the Lord 
worked in spite of all. We shall never 
stop praising God’s holy name, who 
as on the Day of Pentecost, visited 
our youth camp even from the very 
beginning of our camping period to 
the very end. While the staff were 
praying till midnight, the fire of the 
Holy Spirit traveled from tent to 
tent, and the children from the ages 
of ten to fifteen, with tears of repen- 
tance and joy, were accepting Christ 
as their own personal Saviour. The 
miracle of salvation was wrought in 
the hearts of 64 boys and girls who of 
their own volition and with courage 


testified to their faith in the Lord. 


Jesus. 
“Yet something very definite must 
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be done for this coming summer re- 
garding the facilities of the camp. 
The first thing we must do is pur- 
chase about ten acres of land and try 
to build some cabins. We must try to 
provide facilities for an even greater 
number of children, so that as many 
as possible may find the Lord. The 
tents are utterly worn out and can 
hardly serve us anymore. The chil- 
dren, out of their great desire to help 
other children to find Christ where 
they found Him, have been bringing 
in their pennies. It amounts to less 
than a dollar, but it shows their great 
willingness and missionary zeal. In 
order for us to start this work for 
next summer we need $3,000. May God 
bless everyone who prays for us and 
contributes to this blessed ministry.” 

A child evangelized is a family 
evangelized, for the children take 
home the truths they have learned at 
camp and show by their changed lives 
that their salvation is real. The Word 
of God enters that home and often 
results in the salvation of other mem- 
bers of the family. Here again relief 
and the Gospel go hand in hand. Your 
help in sending a child to camp this 
summer may have far-reaching spiri- 
tual results in winning many to 
Christ, as well as building up an un- 
dernourished little child to rosy health 
once more. Even the cook at our 
camp was won to Christ by seeing the 
reality of the work of grace per- 
formed in the lives of these children! 

Here in America where the children 
are so well cared for, it is almost im- 
possible to conceive of a land where 
almost 60% of the children are tuber- 
cular or on the verge of it; where 10% 
of the children are orphans, many of 
them roaming the streets and not 
knowing where their next crust of 
bread is coming from. Children go 
barefoot in America for fun in the 
summertime, but in Greece there are 
children who must walk barefoot in 
the snow. It is to these we minister 
by our clothing relief program, our 
children’s food stations, our medical 
help—and above all our scripture dis- 
tribution and preaching of the Gospel. 
We must, of course, help the parents, 
too, and so provide a well-rounded 
ministry. In our Orphanage and 
Christian Day School, in the hospitals 
and sanitariums, in the poverty- 
stricken mountain villages and wher- 
ever the need exists, our intrepid mis- 
sionaries go with relief in one hand 
and the Word of God in the other. 
Will you go with them to show the 
mercy of God to these people? Write 
to: Rev. Spiros Zodhiates, Gen. Secre- 
tary, American Mission to Greeks, Inc. 
Dept. C., P.O. Box 423, New York 36, 
N. Y. (In Canada, 90 Duplex Ave., 
Toronto 7, Ontario.) 















“He is not here, but is risen.” Luke 24:6. 


Meditations on Christ’s 
Death and Resurrection 


Rev. T. DeWitt Talmadge, D.D. 


“All thy garments smell of myrrh and aloes.” Ps. 45:8. 


AWWES means bitterness all the world 
over; and when Christ comes with 
garments bearing that particular odor, 
they suggest to me the bitterness of a 
Saviour’s sufferings . . . Oh, was it not 
all aloes? Our sins, sorrows, bereave- 
ment, losses and all the agonies of earth 
and hell picked up as in one cluster and 
squeezed into one cup, and that pressed 
to His lip until the acrid, nauseating, 
bitter draught was swallowed ... 


All this for Himself? All this to get the 
fame in the world of being a martyr? 
All this in a spirit of stubbornness, be- 


“Without shedding of blood is no remission.” Hebrews 9:22. 


IN is such an outrage on God’s uni- 
verse that nothing but blood can 
atone for it. You know the life is in the 
blood, and as the life had been forfeited, 
nothing could buy it back but blood. 
What was it that was sprinkled on the 
door-post when the destroying angel 
went through the land? Blood . . . What 
was it that the priest carried into the 
holy of holies, making intercession for 
the people? Blood. What was it that 
Jesus sweat in the garden of Gethsem- 
ane? Great drops of blood. What does 
the wine in the sacramental cup sig- 
nify? Blood. What makes the robes of 
the righteous in heaven so fair? They 
are washed in the blood of the Lamb. 


SUBS ECTS of a conquering Lord who 

yet calls us not servants but friends, 
shall we not work for Him with greater 
zeal and more conscious fidelity in days 
to come, than in the past? Shall we not 
take it to our hearts that He is living 
and present, not absent and dead? He 
is ours and here. Sometimes we talk 
about our Jesus as if He had once been 
with us, but as if now in the serenity of 
heaven He had removed to an infinite 
distance. We make of our Saviour an 
abstraction, and our teachings of Him 
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cause He did not like Augustus? 
no. All this because He wanted to plué 
you and me from hell. Because f 
wanted to raise you and me to heavey 
Because we were lost and He wante 
us found. Because we were blind a 
He wanted us to see. Because we we 
serfs and He wanted us manumitted 
Oh, ye in whose cup of life the sa 
rine has predominated; oh, ye who ha 
had bright and sparkling beverage 
how do you feel towards Him who i 
your stead and to purchase your d 
enthralments took the aloes, the 
savory aloes, the bitter aloes? 


















What is it that cleanses all our poll 
tion? The blood of Jesus Christ, thai 
cleanseth from all sin. 

I hear somebody saying, “I do not lik 
such a sanguinary religion as that.” 
... But... if a hundred thousand ma 
go out to battle for their country, and 
have to lay down their lives for fre 
institutions, is there anything ignoble 
about that? No, you say; “glorious 
sacrifice rather.” And is there anything 
ignoble in the idea that the Lord Jesus 
Christ, by the shedding of His blood, 
delivered not only one land, but all lands 
and ages, from bondage, introducing 
men by millions and millions into the 
liberty of the sons of God? 























fall on the hearts that hear, like icicles, 
and glance off hard, glittering and cold. 
Not so, dear friends ... 






Let us talk of our Master, and work for 
Him as if He were here, and close to 
us. In our prayers let us press near and 
take hold of the hand that was pierced. 
Let us ask that angels may roll the bar- 
riers of unbelief away from all our 
hearts, and so, on the “stepping-stones 
of our dead selves,” let us mount to 
things higher and nobler. 
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Redemption 


Conscience imposes ideas upon 
us, and we cannot evade their 
consequences. I cannot champion 
the whole faith, the whole beliefs, 
the whole ideas which the priests 
of this chamber maintain. Never- 
theless, if I were a priest, .. . if, 
while occupied in the most sub- 
lime mysteries of religion, I were 
to share all your faith, I would 
say: The Creator humbled Him- 
self to us; those hands which 
fashioned the world were pierced 
by the vile nail of servile torture; 
those lips which breathed the 
breath of life uttered the sigh of 
death; He who gathered together 
the waters was athirst; He who 
created the light, felt darkness 
closing over His eyes; the re- 
demption which He wrought was 
for this worm, this wretched 
worm of the earth, whose name 
is man; and yet the blood of His 
wounds has been shed in vain, 
for everywhere upon this earth 
. .. there are men without fam- 
ily, without dignity, without con- 
science, machines rather than 
responsible beings . . . 

Now rise up, ye slaves! for ye 
have a country; ye have received 
your redemption, for God is 
there. And you, ye slave-traders, 
flee, flee from the wrath of heav- 
en; for you, in reducing man to 
slavery, have done violence to 
liberty, have done violence to 
equality, have done violence to 
fraternity, and canceled the evan- 
gelic promises which were sealed 
with the divine blood of Calvary. 

Emilio Castelar, 
Pres. of First Republic of Spain (1873) 
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ONE DOOR 
I had a Catholic lady in my office (I 
am a masseuse) and she told me about 
her trip to Italy in 1950 and how the 
Pope opened a door, which happens 
only every 50 years. Before I could say 
anything, my little parakeet said: “One 
door and only one!” Then I told him 
that Jesus said, “I am the door.” Even 
a little bird can be His messenger. 
G.B., Cleveland, Ohio 
——e-—_ 
PERFECT LOVE 
CASTETH OUT FEAR 
Your magazine, the CONVERTED 
CATHOLIC, has helped me so much to 
get rid of the doubts and fears I’ve 
had. Thank you so much. God bless 
you in this fine work and I hope that 
many will come to realize that Jesus is 
the way to salvation. 
Mrs. C.B., Valparaiso, Ind. 
——_e———_ 
OPENED EYES 
I received your new larger CONVERT- 
ED CATHOLIC magazine and think it is 
just wonderful. I will always be thank- 
ful for your magazine for keeping me 
from taking a step that I would have 
regretted—namely, becoming a Roman 
Catholic. Your books and magazine 
have opened my eyes and I am trying 
to open the eyes of my friends. 
Mrs. P.J., Ironton, Ohio 


—_—@o—_ 
TRY IT YOURSELF 
Recently I subscribed to your 
wonderful magazine, the CONVERTED 


CATHOLIC, and I’m grateful to God for 
leading me to it. 
H.S.M., Wichita, Kansas 
—e-———_ 
WE'LL STILL TRY 
I was just thrilled with the last issue 
of the CONVERTED CATHOLIC magazine 
and just don’t see how it could be im- 
proved much more. 
D.T., Alexander, N. Dakota 





CARE FOR SOULS 
Please find enclosed two dollars 
which is payment for my subscription 
to the CONVERTED CATHOLIC magazine. 
Thank you so much for being so 
patient as to wait until I was able to 
make payment. 

I have found much reading pleasure 
in your magazine. It is such a great 
help in understanding better the Catho- 
lic faith and tends to make one realize 
what a great blessing it is to be a 
Christian rather than a Catholic. 

But for the Grace of God I could be 
one of these poor souls in darkness! It 
is but the love of Jesus that led me 
and my family to the true light! 

Mrs. R.J.M., Pottstown, Pa. 
———_—_@——_ 
POWER OF PRINTED WORD 

It will be a surprise to you to receive 
a letter from an unknown African 
friend. One day I was reading a cer- 
tain tract and I saw your address on it. 

First of all, I was saving a fetish 
but through the tract I have repented 
through the Holy Name of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. 

Try to send me a Holy Bible and 
many books to be distributed to my 
friends who have not heard the Gospel 
as yet. May the Lord bless you. 

0.T., Oyoko-K’dua 
Gold Coast, B. W. Africa 
—eo——_ 
THRILLING 


Am enclosing a few names and 
addresses for a free three month sub- 
scription as listed in your November 
issue. 

Am enjoying the magazine very 
much, as I was a Catholic when a 
friend subscribed, and had the Con- 
VERTED CATHOLIC magazine sent to me 
for a year. I must say that if one will 
read he will be converted. Thanks so 
much for what I’ve learned. 

J.M., Cadott, Wise. 
—e——_ 
EXPECTANTLY 


I look forward to receiving your 
magazine each month. 

The articles, style of writing, and zeal 
for truth which permeate the publica- 
tion all deserve highest commendation. 
God bless you mightily. 

V.C.H., Lynwood, Cal. 
—_—eo—_ 
GOD COMMENDED HIS LOVE 

Right here in the place where I work 
as a Minister of the United Church of 
Christ, we have a strong opposition 
from the Roman Church. Time .and 
again we have been called Devils and 
other names. But amidst the calling of 
names, the work is little by little going 
on in its progress. Recently, with the 
help of your magazine, two devout 
Roman Catholics have been converted 
to the footsteps of our Master Jesus 
Christ. Indeed your magazine has been 
instrumental in many things of discus- 
sion here. I am using it in some of my 
doctrinal classes, held in the homes of 
the natives here. I owe you a great 
debt. Rev. C.M.L., Philippines 








“left wing’ — an old McCarthy ruse. 
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AWAKE CLERGY 

I have taken the liberty of fillin 
three subscription blanks in the 
of arousing some of my colleagu 
the menace of Roman Catholicis 
America. I hope you will see 
accept these names and open the 
of more clergymen to the work you 
doing. 

I have already told some of ¢ 
men, all of whom I know person 
about your magazine. 

May the Lord bless you in your 
tinuing defense of the truth. I 
contributed to your work in the p 

Rev. F.Z., Wildwood, 
—_—e—_ 
20th CENTURY REFORMATION 

I enjoy your magazine and fe 
supplies a much needed service in p 
ing before our people the great dan 
facing the true Church and our 
alike. It is hard to understand 
church leaders can be so blind to 
danger. The Reformation period pp 
lems are facing us and oh, how 
sary it is to have our eyes opened jj 
the enemy at the door. 

N.K.B., Bally, Pen 
—e——_ 
STRAIGHT FACTS 

I am sending two dollars for 
renewal to your magazine. I can 
miss reading a single copy. It is # 
only paper that gives facts igi 
from the shoulder. I have made 
special study of Rome and her und 
cover work of destruction for thi 
five years. Your God-sent periodical 
surely is coming down the line wi 
facts every American should know. 

I am constantly praying for you 
your wonderful work. 

C.H.G., Hickman, Ky. 
—_——o—_ 
USING SCRIPTURE 


I have greatly enjoyed your magazine 
this past year. Your constant use of 
Scripture as proof in your fine article 
is very commendable. Keep it up! 

T.H., Milwaukee, Wise. 
—e-——_- 
AUSPICIOUS INTRODUCTION 


I was introduced to Christ’s Mission 
through American Freedom and Cathe 
lic Power [by Blanshard], and I think 
you are doing the country a real serr 
ice. So much publicity is being given 
the threat of Communism that the very 
serious threat of totalitarian Cathol- 
cism is being ignored. It is interesting # 
observe that the countries where Com 
munism is a real threat are almost all 
predominantly Catholic, while the ones 
in which it has made the least gains are 
Protestant (England, United States, 
Norway, Sweden, Denmark). I note 
that you are getting “under the skin,” 
so to speak, of the Catholic authorities, 
and in standard fashion, friends of 
yours are being tagged Communist. I 
refer to Winchell’s reference to the 
Freedoms Foundation recently as being 
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THE ENIGMA 
OF SENATOR MCCARTHY 


LITICAL, SOCIAL, AND RELIGIOUS issues have 
often clustered around men who have appeared 


Bon the stage of history without any given lines or 


assigned roles and who have altered wittingly or 
wuwittingly the course of events, precipitating a 


“PE crisis or ringing down an unexpected denouement. 


Qn occasion new political parties have -been 
formed, new churches established, new institutions 
conceived, new ideologies evolved. 

Often these individuals who catalyze events 
around them or crystallize new patterns are not 
intentionally responsible for their own eventual 
significance or pre-eminence: they are merely 
what their followers or their enemies have made 
of them. Often such individuals seize control of a 
situation after it has been compounded from their 
own peculiar characteristics: they are opportu- 
nists of their own unpredictable circumstances. 

Under this general classification falls Senator 
Joe McCarthy, alternate hero and villain, who 
appeared on the American political scene probably 
without any pre-conceived notion of establishing 
what people have dubbed McCarthyism. As we 
consider this subject, we wonder if this latest ism 
isnot already passé — or will there be people. with 
atouch of fanaticism who will still insist on keep- 
ing the name alive as a pretext for furthering an 
ideology they wish to perpetuate? 

To approach the subject more concretely, 
what are the forces behind the perpetuation of 
McCarthyism? What are their motivations? How 
to they evaluate McCarthy in the scheme of 

ings? 


DEMAGOGUE AND OPPORTUNIST 


Classifications vary. Time magazine, as early 
%& October 22, 1951, pronounced him a demagogue: 
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he “found an area of emotion and exploited it. No 
regard for fair play, no scruple for exact truth 
hampers Joe’s political course.” A year before, the 
New York Post had classified McCarthyism as a 
“discernible condition — an atmosphere of sus- 
picion in which men become willing to sacrifice 
traditional American Constitutional safeguards... 
a kind of ...Smear Inc. — run by a cynical and 
calculating operative.” (September, 1950) Look 
magazine later declared that it was a great mis- 
take to consider him a demagogue. (June 16, 1953) 

A study of the various political colors attribu- 
ted to the Senator will reveal much more than we 
have space to mention. However, our interest is 
not primarily political; we are concerned rather 
with discovering how much of a part the Roman 
Catholic Church has played in creating this ex- 
traordinary situation in America. 

To begin with, the Vatican has recently de- 
clared — perhaps we should say, reiterated — in 
no uncertain terms the fact that the sphere of the 
Roman Church is not only spiritual but political as 
well. Along this line, the Vatican is the main 
shareholder in the organization of parties such as 
the Christian Democratic Party and its allies 
and counterparts in various parts of the world. 
There is justification for believing that the Roman 
Church would like to establish a similar party in 
the United States. This stratagem was manifested © 
when Al Smith appeared in the political arena of 
the U.S: Who will assert conclusively that Mc- 
Carthy is not a second Al Smith, for the purposes 
of the Roman Catholic hierarchy? 

Opinion is divided. On the one hand there are 
those within the Roman Catholic Church who are 
against McCarthy, but significantly they are in 
the minority, such as the priest from St. Paul, 
Minnesota, and Bishop Bernard Sheil of Chicago. 
Like a lone voice, Rev. Vincent O’Connell de- 
nounced McCarthy as “the greatest opportunist 
who ever walked the face of this world. Anyone 
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who used the Communist issue for partisan poli- 
tics is not a friend of the people of the United 
States of America.” (A.P. dispatch, Sept. 6, 1954) 


THE FATE OF THE BISHOP 


Bishop Sheil’s fate has left much room for 
speculation. It will be remembered that shortly 
after he criticized McCarthy sharply, he was re- 
tired as president of the Catholic Youth Organi- 
zation, which he had founded. The reason seems 
to have been quite obvious to a number of people. 
According to Mrs. James Thorsen of Albuquerque, 
national chairman of the private organization 
Americans for McCarthy, “Bishop Sheil . . . has 
in the words of the Catholic Church been silenced. 
That is, he has been put in a position where his 
left wing activities will not do any more harm.” 
Mrs. Thorsen was speaking over a Mutual Net- 
work open-forum type of program. (Denver Post 
Nov. 1, 1954) 

Speaking of the Bishop’s unexpected retire- 
ment, columnist Hal Burton had this to say about 
the price of opposition: “The reason, as far as I 
can see, was his attack on Senator Joe McCarthy. 
He was the first Catholic prelate to speak out 
against the methods and techniques of this repre- 
hensible man . . . The words needed to be spoken, 
and Bishop Sheil spoke them well. But from the 
newspapers I can gather that they did not sit well 
with many Catholics.” Presumably, “the main 
mission of a... Bishop . . . is to minister to the 
spiritual needs of his flock. Yet it has long been 
established that the Catholic hierarchy takes an 
interest in political affairs... 

“. .- Bishop Sheil’s remarks . . . were couched 
simply and colorfully, to enlist the interest of a 
labor audience, but wholly in good taste and, con- 
sidering everything, in considerable mildness. It 
would be a tragedy if the church, which contains 
a sizable minority opposed to McCarthy and his 
methods, should allow itself to be cowed by a pos- 
sible majority that is so terrified by the specter of 
communism that it is willing to approve a man 
who proposes to adopt its central tenet — the 
abolition of due process of law and the elementary 
principles of justice. 

“Already, McCarthy has succeeded in driving 
a small wedge between Protestants and Catholics 
by his sanction of attacks on the former denomi- 
nation. This wedge will grow even more sizable 
if his own church permits him to go unchallenged 
— or mistakes the sound of the noisy for the voice 
of its entire body of communicants.” (Newsday, 
Oct. 8, 1954) 


VULNERABLE “SACRED COW’”’ 


The Roman Catholic Church officially has 
accused anyone who opposes McCarthy of bias 
against the Roman Catholic religion — a fact 
which makes the Senator very vulnerable. The 
evidence is hard to deny. Msgr. Edward R. Martin, 
appearing at a New York meeting as the repre- 
sentative of Cardinal Spellman, made a startling 


charge, which he stated unequivocally: “I per 
ally know that over $5,000,000 has been pooleg 
kick Joe out of the Senate, and that’s only a si 
portion of what is pouring into Washington. ' 
reason is solely because of his Catholic idealg 
know Joe is a really sincere Catholic.” He up 
his listeners to have “the same type of cour 
that Senator McCarthy has.” (New York J 
News, Nov. 8, 1954. Italics added.) 

In response, McCarthy said he knew th 
“vast amount” of money had been raised to “t 
per” his activities, but he contradicted the si 
ment that his religion had anything to do wit 
adding that attempts to halt him would have 
made regardless of his religion. 

The only follow-up on the story, as the De 
Post pointed out editorially (Nov. 15, 1954), 
that Cardinal Spellman emphasized later 
those who represent him have “the sole respor 
bility of conveying the greetings and blessings) 
the Cardinal — and nothing else.” He evide 
lacked the courage of a McCarthy to confirm 
deny the story. 

The Post also had a few things to emphasi 
“Those who make inflammatory remarks and 
volve religion in political affairs bear a g 
responsibility to furnish facts upon which th 
charges may be judged or to confess that the 
spoke ill-advisedly . . . This is a matter which d 
mands further clarification.” To our knowled 
none has been forthcoming. 

But it is not only the hierarchy that consider 
McCarthy a “sacred cow” of the Roman Ch 
A casual reading of, for instance, Reader’s Fort 
in the Catholic Tablet will turn up many 
ardent McCarthyite on the lay level. One co 
respondent wrote (March 20, 1954): “Joe 
Carthy is doing a job on the legislative level a 
he should be a reminder to each and every Cat 
lic to observe the plan of Fatima. He is cons 
reminding us of the common enemy; and prac 
cally every day of his life, he does battle against 
Let us not be disloyal. Defend him immed 
when the opportunity arises. As an adjunct, an 
definitely most important, we must observe the 
plan of Fatima; penance, prayers, the Rosary, and 
our daily duty, then we shall experience that ce 
tain period of peace.” 


THE MAN AND THE TABLET 


But while all this has taken place, the move 
ment for McCarthy has in many quarters growl 
strong. By mid-November demonstrations for Mé 
Carthy’s success in his fight against Senate cet 
sure were encouraged, if not sponsored, by th 
Roman Catholic Church. Regarding one such ep 
sode, Drew Pearson recounted the following: 
Hundreds of demonstrators, recruited 
from Freedom clubs and McCarthy clubs, descend 
ed on Washington under the direction of profes 
sional organizers — all in the Communist patter, 
according to Pearson. When the main conti 
left New York by train, they found a copy of the 
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blet, a Catholic newspaper, waiting on each 
“This contained an inflammatory defense of 
. y,’ wrote Pearson. 

“As the train chugged toward Washington, 
professional organizers wandered down the 
ss, giving instructions and whipping up en- 
iasm. Significantly, they denounced both Re- 
wblicans and Democrats. 

“One beetle-browed pep leader assailed Presi- 
nt Eisenhower as ‘soft’ on Communism and pro- 
od Senator McCarthy for President. This was 
rected with cheers.” (The Jersey Journal, Nov. 

1954) 
The most interesting feature of this episode, 
f true, is the denunciation of both political parties. 
tis only natural to assume that those who are 
nst them are for something else — possibly a 
fhristian-Democratic party. We merely raise a 

stion. 














































































THE NUN AND THE PETITION 








Not only Roman Catholic church dignitaries 

and laymen defend McCarthy, but even nuns teach- 

ing in parochial schools have taken up his banner. 

mathe following letter to Cardinal Spellman from a 

Mr. Robert L. McCaffery of New Rochelle, New 

mm York, is self-explanatory : 

“Two of my children attend Immaculate Con- 
ception Parochial School in Tuckahoe. They are 
‘aged 10 and 11 and are in the fifth and sixth 

den grades. 

“All too frequently they receive lectures on 

the virtues of Sen. McCarthy, who in my opinion 

is one of the deepest causes for shame we have 
today. This brain-washing being given my chil- 
dren is a disgrace, and I cannot understand how 

Church authorities condone it. My daughter in 

$t. Gabriel’s High School is also subjected to al- 

most daily praise of the Senator. 

“Yesterday, a new low level was reached. 
Each of my children was requested by the Nun to 
sign one of the petitions being circulated to obtain 
ten million signatures. 

“In other words, the proponents of Sen. Mc- 
Carthy are using Catholic schools to obtain what 
amounts to forgery, if we consider that these peti- 
tions should be signed only by people capable of 
judging the merits of the matter. 

“I have been appalled by the number of Cath- 
dlic friends who boast that they have signed their 
tlames and other names several times to the 
petition. 

“But none of them has stooped as low, in my 
inion, as these who have permitted this mockery 
of having infants put their names to controversial 
matters about which they cannot possibly have a 
judgment. 

“Would you be good enough to let me know 
who, if any one, in the official ranks of the Church 
has authorized this activity? I would also deeply 
appreciate, for the sake of my own personal faith 
M my religion, any light you can shed as to the 
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reasons why the Church should be involved in any 
way in this controversy.” 

The Cardinal was “not available for com- 
ment,” according to the New York World- 
Telegram (Nov. 26, 1954). 


THE TOOL IS EXPENDABLE 


In spite of all the fanfare and publicity given 
to Senator McCarthy and his work, we feel that 
the controversy is not clearly enough defined to 
merit proper evaluation. The forces pro and con 
have not yet united under their respective banners 
to be seen and counted — and here it must be re- 
membered that not all those who are pro — or con 
— wear the same colors. It should be made un- 
mistakably clear that while a Communist and an 
evangelical Protestant, for instance, might both 
find themselves opposed to McCarthy, for what- 
ever reasons, they are not by that token equated or 
allied. The division between pro and con is by no 
means as simple as that. 

Because the battle lines are not elearly drawn 
— because, to be more explicit, McCarthy has 
concentrated all his energies on what he is against 
and has not indicated all that he is for — we feel 
that as yet sufficient time has not elapsed for all 
his actions to be properly pigeonholed. It is too 
early to offer seasoned judgment as to whether in 
the end the consequences of his public utterances 
will be beneficial or detrimental to the general 
welfare. 

But while we as Christians are anti-Com- 
munist, we have felt obliged to point out some of 
the forces that are weakening the effectiveness of 
the anti-Communist campaign while purporting to 
do otherwise. Whatever McCarthy has done or 
will continue doing, the best of his intentions will 
always be marred by the simple fact of his service 
and loyalty to the demands of the church which 
has claimed his allegiance. 

It is evident that the Roman Catholic Church 
would like to keep Senator McCarthy to use him 
as a tool in their hands. Thus knowingly or un- 
knowingly he has allowed himself to become an 
instrument of Vatican aspirations in this country. 
However, what he ought to realize is that in the 

eyes of his church, he will be a hero only as long 
as Rome derives benefit from his public life. If he 
falls from eminence, his church will be the first to 
abandon him to oblivion or vilify him, if either 
course is expedient or profitable. The Roman 
Church has always considered the individual ex- 
pendable, in the light of the old Jesuitical principle 
that the end justifies the means and that anything 
is worth sacrificing for the sake of the “One Holy 
and Apostolic Church.” 


“| HAVE BEEN A FOOL”’ 


A point of interest — and possible comparison 
— is the fact that among those who are most vocal 
in censuring Rome’s political maneuvers are faith- 
ful members of the Catholic Church. The letters 
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written from Spain by former Colombian Presi- 
dent Laureano Gomez, the man who allied himself 
with the Roman hierarchy to open the bloody per- 
secution against Protestantism, are most reveal- 
ing. According to an editorial in the influential 
daily paper El Tiempo of March 25, 1954, Gomez 
blames the Roman Catholic Church for the crimes 
that have been committed in Colombia — “simply 
a consequence of Mr. Gomez’ own tactic of using 
the (Roman) Church for his personal and political 
gain. The bishops against whom he indignantly 
storms now, are the prelates who accompanied him 
most ardently in his sectarian campaigns.” 

Somehow the almost prophetic warning writ- 
ten by the Editor of this magazine to Gomez, 
when he as President of Colombia became the 
right-hand man of the Roman Catholic hierarchy 
in persecuting Protestants, has come to fulfillment. 
After asking him to reconsider his attitude, we 
warned him thus: “You hear today the eulogies 
and receive the adulation of the Roman Church 
while you are an instrument in their hands. To- 
morrow, when for one reason or another, you are 
down, powerless, the same church will be ready to 
send you to the stake.” 

Now, in his letter to Bishop Builes written 
from Barcelona (June 3, 1954), after weighing 
the payment he had received from his church, he 
sadly admitted; “I have been a fool.” And on June 
24 in his letter to the Provincial of the Jesuits, 
after accusing them of political intrigues, he con- 
fessed: “I have always obeyed the teachings of 
the Jesuits.” 


THE SENATOR AND BANQUO’S GHOST 


From this example of our own day it can be 
seen how the Roman Church will clear every ob- 
stacle out of its way to achieve its objectives — 
whether that obstacle be a priest, a bishop, a 
“sect,” or a politician. The case of Peron in Ar- 
gentina is a powerful testimony to the self-seeking 
of the Church of Rome. Two or three years ago, 
when the ambitious Evita was filling the coffers of 
her church, Peron was a hero and his wife a saint. 
Today, because of his political ambitions, the 
Roman Church has turned against him, and he in 
turn is sending priests to jail. The reason? He 
can no longer serve as a puppet. He has run into 
conflict with the power motivation of the Roman 
Catholic Church, which tolerates no rival. 


Coming in the May Issue— 


Mantle of Fear 


Mixed Marriages 
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Vice President Nixon: Ambassador for the Vatican? 


The Making of a Dogma 





We leave this warning with McCarthy. \ 
ever his own actions or ambitions, he has pats 
found favor with the Roman Catholic hierare 
his country, and his accomplishments are 
exploited. If, however, he makes one grave 
step and seeks his own advancement to the 
ment of his church, it is safe to say, on the 
of past observations, that he will be droppec 
a hot poker and will suddenly find himself a 
been, muttering like Laureano Gomez, “I 
always obeyed .. . I have been a fool.” 

For the sake of his country and his ow 
tegrity, we would like to see Senator McC; 
take his stand affirmatively for one side o 
other. If he chooses to be an American fi 
must disclaim and disown the foreign-domin 
forces that are trying to use him to their ow 
vantage. If he chooses to serve his church 
and his country second, let him make the be 
his little moment. If he chooses to place McCar# 
above all, we have warned him of Banquo’s gh 
He has before him the choice of glory, servity 
or the company of ghosts. The rest is up to hin 



















































A CALL FOR HELP 


Mrs. Montajio and I have appreciated m 
than we can say the continued prayers and lettengigg9” 
of our many friends. Mrs. Montafio, however, 
been growing progressively weaker, and the d 
tors say she will require a number of blood t 
fusions from time to time. - kum 

If there are those among our many frieniiiiys 
who would be able to donate a pint of blood, Wf sy 
would be most appreciative in this time of det th 
perate need. The blood should be contribute th 
either through the Red Cross Regional Centen§ Ty 
(there are forty-four in the United States) 
through a commercial or medically-sponsoreif, 
blood bank designated by the local Red Crom 
Chapter. (The blood can be credited only throughiesy 
the courtesy of the Red Cross.) Bort) 

The donor should credit the blood to the mC 
Angeles Red Cross Regional Center, in the namei/ohr 
of Mrs. W. M. Montafio, Glendale Sanitarium, 
1509 East Wilson, Glendale. 1 

We would be very grateful if the donors would fyri 
notify us of their identity through the Christsih 
Mission editorial office (919 So. Central Ave§ B 
Glendale 4, Calif.) so that we may express outfit 
thanks in a personal way. — W. M. Monrtanogil 
int 
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Dr. CHARLES L. FEINBERG 


Jt Is ON PURPOSE that we have 
# chosen the title “Why We 
know the Bible Is the Word of 

Md” for we are not primarily 
mcerned for the moment with 

hat I think or you think, what I 
lieve or he believes, what you 

“furmise, or what they do. We are 
weaking here of certainties and 

Mf such a certainty as is assured 
sthe unified and united Church 

mmf the Living Christ. 

The discerning believer finds 
ihe Christian faith one of cer- 
mainties, not one of assumptions. 
owhere is this truer than with 
spect to the Bible itself. Fully 
arty times do we meet the word 

Lafinw” in the First Epistle of 

din in one form or other, and a 

uM farge percentage is “we know.” 

etainty and assurance are 

yuldvritten boldly across the face of 
istéthe Christian faith. 

vé,f But while this is true of our 

ourfiith and is the heritage of us 

ANOEI, many have not laid hold of it 

__finthe measure that is their privi- 

ge. A modern writer put it well 

ten he said: “The need of the 

bur for twentieth century Chris- 

lms is to come out of the mists 

shadows of uncertainty and 

mbelief, into a faith in the Bible 

is an absolutely domi- 

uting conviction of its authority 

iM verity as the living Word of 

m Living God.” From among 
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“The sum of thy Word is truth; and every one of thy righteous 
ordinances endureth forever.” Psalm 119:160. 
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Why We Know 
the Bible Is 
the W ord of God 


By Charles L. Feinberg, A.M., Th.D. 


the many reasons that form the 
basis of our united and common 
knowledge that the Bible is God’s 
Word, we choose four. 


1. THE UNITY 
OF ITS CONSTRUCTION 


Believers are confident that 
the message in the Scriptures is 
God’s because of the unity that 
pervades the structure of the 
Bible. The Bible is one book, yes, 
but it is also sixty-six books, 
written not by one writer but by 
about forty different authors. 
These men were not of the same 
rank or station or culture or posi- 
tion or condition in life. Among 
the writers David and Solomon 
were kings; Isaiah was a states- 
man and prophet; Peter, James, 


and John were so-called “igno- 
rant” fishermen; Zechariah and 
Jeremiah were priests as well as 
prophets, as is clear from their 
genealogies; Amos was a herds- 
man and dresser of sycamore 
trees; Luke was a highly intelli- 
gent, cultured and beloved phy- 
sician; Matthew was a tax-collec- 
tor; and Paul was a colossal 
scholar, versed and steeped in 
all the wisdom of the Hebrew 
Old Testament, the accumulated 
traditions of the Rabbis, the cur- 
rent modes of Greek thought, and 
an avowed pensioner on the grace 
of God. 

These men obviously did not 
write in one year, or in one 
generation, or even all in one 
century. They wrought under 
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God over a period of about fif- 
teen hundred years, from Moses 
to John the Apostle. A similar 
period in European history would 
take us from St. Augustine with 
his “De Civitate Dei” (Concern- 
ing the City of God) to Tenny- 
son’s “In Memoriam.” Nor did 
the human writers of the Scrip- 
ture write in one locality or place. 
We have portions of the Word 
from the wilderness of Sinai, 
parts from Syria, books from 
Arabia, Greece, Italy, and Pales- 
tine. 


Bt the greatest variety and 

diversity appear in the sub- 
jects discussed. If it is history 
that we want, there is not any 
that can equal that of the histori- 
cal books of the Old Testament or 
that found in the Gospels and 
Acts. From the presses of our 
country and other lands there 
come yearly an unnumbered mul- 
titude of new works of historical 
bearing. Why? Have the facts 
of history changed? Ah, there 
you have it. They must admit 
they do not have all the facts; 
therefore, of necessity, their con- 
clusions based on partial infor- 
mation cannot be final. 

How can they divine what 
mental processes were at work 
in the great minds and leaders 
of the centuries? Nor do mere 
men fathom the real philosophy 
of history, that is, the motive and 
purpose of it all. But listen to 
the succinct summation of it in 
the Word of God. Paul says in 
Romans 11:36: “For of Him 
(that is, of God, as Source, Ori- 
gin, Fountainhead, First Cause), 
and through Him (as Medium, 
Channel, Sustainer, Governor), 
and unto Him (as End, Goal, 
Consummation), are all things. 
To Him be the glory forever. 
Amen.” 

Is it poetry that we want? All 
who know the Book of Psalms 
are in accord that therein one 
finds such depth of feeling, such 
heights of thought, such gran- 
deur of expression as has been 
found nowhere else in any litera- 
ture of the world. Poetry of the 
first order is this. And what shall 
we say of the Song of Solomon? 
To say it is superb beyond all 
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comparison is merely to utter a 
platitude. 


OME MEN occupy themselves 

with the field of religion, a 
subject much lauded and much 
ridiculed. “Religion” is from the 
Latin “religio” (“‘re’” — back and 
“ligio” — bind), meaning to bind 
or tie back. Where in all the 
religions of the world can one 
find such a tying back of the sin- 
ful, polluted, degraded hearts of 
man to the transparently holy, 
loving, and merciful heart of 
God, such as we find in the Scrip- 
tures? “Pure religion and unde- 
filed’ do we find in the Bible, 
and it is without peer or com- 
parison. 

Is it drama that interests you? 
Read that soul-searching drama 
found in the Book of Job where 
the minds of erudite men grapple 
with the age-long problem of the 
sufferings of the righteous. A 
professor at Columbia University 
acclaimed it the best discussion 
of the question in existence. 

Philosophy? Note the wise and 
sententious maxims of the Book 
of Proverbs. We are personally 
acquainted with a man who made 
it his duty to provide every high 
school graduate of his fairly 
large city with a copy of this 
book on graduation. Into its 
thirty-one chapters has been 
compacted wisdom for every re- 
lationship of life with an outlook 
that commends itself as approved 
of God. 

Psychology? Read with insight 
the play of minds and feelings in 
the beautifully simple story of 
Joseph or take time to meditate 
on the steps whereby our blessed 
Lord Jesus led the Samaritan 
woman to faith in Himself (John 
4). Volumes on psychology can 
add nothing here. 


Medicine? Quarantine was en- 
joined by Moses upon the chil- 
dren of Israel in case of certain 
diseases. The laws of Moses con- 
cerning regulations for leprosy, 
whether in a person, or a gar- 
ment, or a house, are still the 
marvel of medical science. 

Political science? This is the 
subject of government. Refresh 
your memory on the manner in 
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which Moses under God’s ha 
led a disunited band through | 
wilderness, how they were fi 
ly settled in the land, how 
under what circumstances ft 
were granted peace and o 
and how God ruled them thro 
forty-two kings in all. The E 
of Kings in themselves form 
incomparable treatise on 
acceptable government is 
what it is not. 

Geography? No place 
mentioned in the Bible has e 
been proved erroneous. Dr. Mg 
vin Grove Kyle, an internation 
ly famous archaeologist, said 
more than one occasion that 
discovery of excavation in 
last one hundred years has i 
any way invalidated one singk 
statement in the Bible. It w 
because at least one general j 
the English Army during tk 
World War believed the Bibk 
and read the account in I Samud 
14 that he won a victory at Mic 
mash. He found the account tr 
to the geography of the land. ~ 


Physiology? Take but 
verse, Leviticus 17:11: “For f 
life of the flesh is in the bloo 
and I have given it to you wf 
the altar to make atonement f 
your souls: for it is the blod 
that maketh atonement by 
son of the life.” Bind a con 
about your thumb so that m 
blood courses through it, and it 
will begin to decay immediately. 
Why? “The life of the flesh is i 
the blood.” Yet it was only i 
the 17th century that medical 
science discovered the truth that 
the blood circulates in the human 
body. Moses knew it centuries 
before Christ. But how? Dow 
not the living God, who made the 
human body, know its constite 
ent elements? Moses knew it by 
revelation and by that alone. 


Law? Every reputable law 
school in the world studies the 
Mosaic code of laws (Exodus 2 
ff.). Every important code @ 
laws since Moses’ time, from 
Justinian’s Code to the Code of 
Napoleon is indebted in greater 
or less measure to the laws 
Moses. 

Biography? The best know 
and most beloved biographies it 
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the world are those of Abraham, 


Joseph, Moses, David, Daniel, Dr. Charles Lee Feinberg, A.M., Th.M., Th.D., Ph.D., like 


the first Christians who ever existed, was born and reared in an 
orthodox Jewish home. In his early years he studied Hebrew 
and related subjects for fourteen years preparatory to the 
rabbinate. Later he graduated from the Hebrew Institute of 
Pittsburgh. 

After his conversion to Christianity, he attended Dallas 
Theological Seminary, where he received his theological de- 
grees. Later he took special studies at Southern Methodist 
University in Old Testament and at Johns Hopkins University 
in Archaeology and Semitic Languages, for which he received 
his Ph.D. 

In 1948 Dr. Feinberg went to the Talbot Theological 
Seminary in Los Angeles as Director and Professor of Semi- 
tics and Old Testamen:, after teaching for a number of years 
at the Dallas Seminary. 

Dr. Feinberg is a member of a number of fraternities 
and societies, among them Phi Alpha Theta (history), The 
Society of Biblical Literature and Exegesis, the American 
Schools of Oriental Research at Jerusalem and Baghdad (As- 
sociate), and the Philosophical Society of Great Britain (Fel- 
low). He is the author of PREMILLENNIALISM OR AMILLEN- 
NIALISM? and THE SABBATH AND THE LorpD’s Day and has 
written many articles, particularly for BIBLIOTHECA SACRA, 
a century-old theological quarterly. He is listed in WHO’s WHO 


Paul, Peter, John, and Chri:t. 

Need we remind you that the 

feok that tells of these lives is 
Bible? 


the 
Astronomy? Although the Bi- 
ble is not primarily a book of 
gience, wherever it touches sci- 
ence, it is absolutely accurate. If 
i® one were to turn to the statements 
Bof the ancient Greeks and Ro- 
#8 mans concerning matters of the 
= heavenly bodies, he would find 
8 such that are both ridiculous and 
is absurd. But come to the Bible 
me and you will see that no word 
se has been found untrustworthy 
despite the advances of modern 
gience. Has modern astronomy 
disproved Job’s statement (26: 
1): “He stretcheth out the north 
over empty space, and hangeth 
the earth upon nothing’? 
And what shall we say more? 
i For time would fail us to speak 


of the manner in which the Bible 
speaks authoritatively of botany, 
mology, ethics, biology, ethnol- 


§ ogy, philology, and geology. (The 


Encyclopedia Britannica admits 


that the best description of the 
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nature habits and ways of the 
crocodile — called in Job “levia- 
than” — and of the hippopota- 
mus — called “behemoth” — is to 
be found in the Book of Job.) 


PetHAPs you have been wonder- 
ing at the recital of these vari- 
ous subjects, and it may be that 
yu have begun to think the 
Bible a mere conglomeration :of 
Many discordant elements. Ah, 
there is the point! Despite all 
these many subjects, so faithfully 
presented and discussed, there is 
but one central theme throughout 
the entire Book—the redemption 
of sinful man by a holy and 
righteous God through the will- 
ing sacrifice of God’s Son on the 
Cross of Calvary for all men. 
Such is the unending wonder 
if the unity of the construction 
if the Bible. Such unity and 
larmony demand the supervision 
fa wise God. Attempt to achieve 
sich harmony today on but one 
tibject — say, medicine, or in 
the specialized field of that sub- 
jet — say, the study of the 
human heart in its functions and 
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diseases. You will soon find it 
the impossible task that it is. 

To what shall we compare it? 
It is as though one man entered 
a cathedral and struck a note on 
the great organ and then left. 
Thirty-nine other men at differ- 
ent periods did the same. If we 
were to gather these notes to- 
gether (if that were possible) 
and find they made up the great 
work, Handel’s Messiah, should 
we say it just happened that 
way? No. We should be justified 
in believing some great mind had 
supervised it. Who then could 
oversee the writing of sixty-six 
books by about forty different 
authors of different ranks over a 
period of about fifteen hundred 
years on such a multiplicity of 
subjects? No one but God! The 
Bible is God’s Word, we know, 
because of the unity of its con- 
struction. 


ll. THE CONTINUITY 
OF ITS EXISTENCE 


It is the consensus of conserv- 
ative and reverent Christian 
opinion that the Bible is God’s 
Word because of its continued 
existence. 
Shakespeare, 


Milton, Virgil, 


True, the works of. 


Ovid, and Browning are still 
with us. But who has ever sought 
to destroy them? Some books 
may survive without persecution ; 
the Book has lived on in spite of 
it. Because it is from God, Satan 
has ever opposed it. 

Century after century men 
burned it. Attempt after attempt 
was made to blot it out. Heathen 
philosophers like Celsus and Por- 
phyry shot their most fiery darts 
at it. Julian, the Apostate, neph- 
ew and successor of Constantine 
the Great, tried more than once 
to disprove the truths of the Bi- 
ble, especially the prophecies, but 
utterly failed. Having ascer- 
tained that the Bible taught that 
Jerusalem would not be rebuilt 
until the times of the Gentiles 
were fulfilled (Luke 21:24), he 
sent out a crew of men to rebuild 
Jerusalem, so determined was 
his opposition to the Word of 
God. A fire broke out of the 
ruins, the men were destroyed, 
and the venture was stopped. 

Diocletian, the Roman Emper- 
or, instituted in 303 A.D. the 
worst attack on the Bible ever 
known. Almost every Bible was 
destroyed; multitudes of Chris- 
tians perished; a column of tri- 
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umph was erected with the Latin 
words: “The Name of the Chris- 
tian has been extinguished.” Yet 
in 325 A.D., less than a quarter 
of a century later, Constantine 
declared the Bible the supreme 
authority in all the deliberations 
of the First General Council, at 
Nicaea, which affirmed in oppo- 
sition to Arius, that Christ was 
not the created Son of God, but 
very God of very God, the un- 
created Son of the Father. 


“Tax of the opposition to the 

‘Bible on the part of the ruling 
Church throughout the Middle 
Ages. Those who adhered to it 
and loved it were hounded and 
persecuted. It was withheld from 
the common people as it is in 
some parts of the world yet. 
Luther, the great German Re- 
former, was fully grown before 
he had seen a Bible. His colleague, 
Carlstadt, at the University of 
Wittenberg, had his degree of 
Doctor of Theology without hav- 
ing read it. 

In the nineteenth century the 
attacks came from three entirely 
different quarters, but they had 
a common root. We refer to the 
German rationalism of men like 
Baur, Strauss, Eichorn, Graf, 
Wellhausen, who denied the su- 
pernatural, the miraculous, and 
explained the whole history of 
Israel on an evolutionary basis. 
We think of the liberal thinkers 
of England like Bolingbroke, as 
well as the deists, who ruled God 
out of His created universe. We 
are reminded, finally, of French 
infidels like Voltaire, who said 
that in one hundred years the 
Bible would not be found except 
as an antiquarian curiosity. Most 
interesting it is, then, to us to 
know (with his pronouncement 
in mind) that the British and 
Foreign Bible Society has a Bible 
depot on the very spot Voltaire 
made that statement, a station 
that sends out the Scriptures by 
the thousands annually. 

The attack on the Scriptures 
most. in favor today with the 
enemies of the Word is the so- 
called scientific. Many confident- 
ly assert that although the Bible 
has survived all past attacks, it 
is hardly a match for science. 
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Since “science” means “knowl- 
edge” and God is the source cf 
all true knowledge, how could sci- 
ence and the Bible, the revelation 
of the mind of God, be in dis- 
agreement? 

A manifesto was drawn up and 
signed by 617 scientific men, 
many of them the most eminent 
in the world. This document, now 
in the world-famous Bodleian 
Library of Oxford, England, de- 
plores “The unadvised manner in 
which some are placing science in 
opposition to Holy Writ” and 
predicts that the time will come 
when the two records will be seen 
to agree in every particular. Sir 
Isaac Newton, a Christian and 
close student of both science and 
the Scriptures, bore similar testi- 
mony long before. 


ET US NOTE only one example 

of the harmony between sci- 
ence and the Bible. According to 
Herbert Spencer, the English 
philosopher and scientist, the five 
essential concepts of science are 
time, space, matter, force, and 
motion. These all are found in 
the first three verses of the Bible: 
“In the beginning” time; 
“heavens” — space; “earth” — 
matter; “the Spirit of God” — 
force; “moved” — motion. 

Today the Bible, despite all 
opposition, human, demonic, or 
Satanic, is being sold by tens of 
millions yearly in almost every 
language of the globe. Our Lord 
had said: “Heaven and earth 
shall pass away, but my Word 
shall not pass away.” (Matt. 24: 
35) The psalmist declared: “For- 
ever, O Jehovah, Thy Word is 
settled in heaven.” (Psalm 119: 
89) Peter, centuries later, wrote 
concerning believers: “Having 
been begotten again, not of cor- 
ruptible seed, but of incorrup- 
tible, through the Word of God, 
which liveth and abideth.” (I 
Peter 1:23) Isaiah unequivocally 
bore the same record: “The grass 
withereth, the flower fadeth; but 
the Word of our God shall stand 
forever.” (Isaiah 40:8) 

An eloquent American bishop 
once said: “Think of it, the same 
word, brilliant with eternal 
youth, skin without scar, organ 
without disease, voice withcut 


weakness, step without fail 
eye without dimness, the @ 
touched, unharmed, scathelg 
Word of God.” ‘ 


lll. THE SCOPE , 
OF ITS SUBJECT MATTER 


We know the Bible is the W 
of God because of the remark 
range of its subject matter. f 
flect for the moment on what 
Scriptures reveal of a Suprep 
Being. If the philosophies 
men are studied, it will be se 
that however close they m 
come to the truth, yet they ¥ 
ways fall short of it. The Bij 
reveals the only Supreme Beiy 
who is the true and the livig 
God. The reality of His Being 
revealed, not argued. The Bil 
speaks of Him as readily and 
authoritatively as it does of othe 
themes. 

Even the atheist is depende 
upon the Bible for the knowledg 
of the kind of God in whom} 
does not believe. When men w 
of what is beyond them, they e 
ploy mitigating terms, “it seem 
to me,” “it appears that,” “it 
safe to assume,” “perhaps 
“maybe,” and a host of others 
cover over lack of certainty. Rea 
the Bible and note the defini 


ness and assurance and certainty 


in every book and line. 

The same blessed Book tha 
discloses the Person and Being 
the triune God reveals the origi 
preservation, and purpose of @ 
the created universe. It bri 


before us man, his creation # 
the hand of God, his position i 
God’s creation, his disobedient 


and sin, his refuge in salvation 


and his intended destination. Th 
Word of God speaks as freely @f 


eternity and the unseen as it de 
of time and the seen. Its progra 
stretches from eternity past 1 
the eternity future with all 
untold blessedness .for the 


deemed. i 


‘TH Bible is the only book th 


foretells the future as accl 


rately as though it were histor 


So wondrously has this been dont 


that unbelieving critics of t 


Word have for long contendeél 


(continued on page 26) 


opmemmwmekseewer eo pes wmHral s&bRS gS 









































ESofS_ 





oa 
So 


























THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC MAGAZINSG§& 



























‘i T= observance of Lent is sig- 
g nalized to the non-Catholic 
world by two events of greater or 
lesser significance: Mardi Gras— 
“fat Tuesday” — usually celebra- 
@ ted in certain cities as a carnival, 
and Ash Wednesday, the day fol- 
lowing, when Catholic friends 
“Bbave their foreheads smudged 

‘iB with ashes. 

The custom of observing Lent 
forms the basis of a rather fas- 
cinating study, for it illustrates 

icularly well how customs 
mand ritualistic practices crept in- 
to the early Christian Church— 
practices which gradually became 
vm juridical necessities and were 
eventually enacted into Canon 
Blaw, or the official body of laws 
of the Church of Rome. 

The word “Lent” itself is de- 
rived from the Anglo-Saxon term 
sm‘lengten,” meaning “spring,” 
B since it has reference to the sea- 
son in which the fast occurs. 
















ORIGIN OF LENT 


All authors do not agree as to 
the origin of Lent. Several Chris- 
tian Fathers of the Roman 
im Church as early as the fifth cen- 
tury adhered to the view that the 
forty days’ fast was of Apostolic 
origin. Leo, for instance, who 
was bishop of Rome from 440 to 
461 A.D., exhorts his audience to 
abstain in order that they might 
ie “fulfil with their fasts the Apos- 
i tolic institution of the forty days” 
4 —“ut apostolica institutio quad- 
raginta dierum jejuniis implea- 
mtur.”* Irenaeus in a letter to 
Pope Victor implies that there 
i could have been no Apostolic tra- 
mg dition with regard to Lenten 
fasts, however. 2 

In the fourth century, after the 
Christians emerged from the Cat- 
acomb Age, it was believed that 
nothing was more effectual to re- 
pel the assaults of evil spirits and 
o propitiate the Deity than fast- 
ing. The rulers of the church 
™ Commanded fasts by express laws. 
ies The Quadragesimal or Lenten 
is fast was deemed more sacred than 
all the rest, though the number of 
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CANDLE O 
THE MONT 


In March and April of 
this year the Roman 
Calendar marks off a 
forty-day period be- 
tween Mardi Gras and 
Easter Sunday for a 
long spring fast. 


LENT 


It Happens Every Spring 


by Francis J. Kieda 


days was not as yet determined 
definitely. The Quadragesima at 
first meant only forty hours. 
Later on it was extended to sev- 
eral days and even weeks, and at 
last was fixed at thirty-six days. 

In the Oriental churches Lent 
began with the seventh week be- 
fore Easter, because two days in 
each week of the fast were sus- 
pended, but in the Western 
churches it started with the sixth 
week, because they fasted on Sun- 
days. Finally, Gregory the Great 
in the sixth century added four 
more days to the Lenten fast so 
as to make it a full forty days. 
In the fourth century, however, 
the fast was to.a great extent op- 
tional, and the people were mere- 
ly exhorted with entreaties to its 
observance. * 

Robert Bellarmine, of the So- 
ciety of Jesus, among various rea- 
sons advanced the following for 


the institution of Lent: * He says 
that Christians observe the Len- 
ten fast that they may repent for 
the sins of the whole year. We 
may justly ask, is it enough for 
a man to repent for his sins only 
once during the year? A sinner is 
justified by faith through repen- 
tance, which entails a change of 
mind, a true conversion, or right- 
about-face. 

Bellarmine further argues that 
the Lenten fast was instituted to 
fulfill the saying of Jesus, ““When 
the bridegroom shall be taken 
away, then shall they fast.” 
(Matt. 9:15) But our Lord spoke 
only to His apostles, who enjoyed 
His physical presence. If Bellar- 
mine be right, then the Montan- 
ists came closer to the sense, for 
they observed the Lenten fast im- 
mediately after the ascension.° 

He also says that we should 
imitate Christ as mich as we are 
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able, for Christ fasted forty days 
and forty nights. The answer to 
this argument is obvious. The 
fasting of Christ was for a special 
purpose—a soul-searching prep- 
aration for His great spiritual 
ministry—and was not necessar- 
ily to be emulated any more than 
His walking on the sea. Because 
Christ fasted after His baptism 
it should not be inferred that He 
gave us a rule to observe. 


HOW LENT WAS OBSERVED 


The custom of observing the 
Lenten fast in the fifth century is 
described by Socrates, an ecclesi- 
astical historian: “Some abstain 
from every sort of creature that 
has life, while others of all the 
living creatures eat of fish only. 
Others eat birds as well as fish, 
because, according to the Mosaic 
account of the Creation, they too 
sprang from the water; others 
abstain from fruit covered with a 
hard shell and from eggs. Some 
eat dry bread only, others not 
even that; others again when 
they have fasted to the ninth hour 
(three o’clock) partake of various 
kinds of food.” ® 

Until recent times, those who 
observed the fast in the Roman 
Catholic Church abstained from 
flesh meat and from all things de- 
rived from flesh, such as milk, 
cheese, butter, and eggs. 


CANON LAW AND LENT 


The Code of Canon Law of the 
Church of Rome, which has been 
in effect since 1918, introduced 
various changes in Lenten cus- 
toms. Since that time, everyone 
over twenty-one years of age and 
under fifty-nine is bound to ob- 
serve the law of fasting. 

All the weekdays during Lent 
are days of fast. On Ash Wednes- 
day, the Fridays in Lent, and 
Holy Saturday until noon, com- 
plete abstinence from meat is pre- 
scribed besides the fast. On days 
of fast only one full meal is al- 
lowed. Two other meatless meals, 
sufficient to maintain strength, 
may be taken according to each 
one’s needs, but together they 
should not equal another full 
meal. 

Meat may be taken at the prin- 
cipal meal on a day of fast except 
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if the day is also one of absti- 
nence, as already mentioned. Eat- 
ing between meals is not permit- 
ted, but liquids, including milk 
and fruit juices, are allowed. 

When health or ability to work 
would be seriously affected, the 
law does not oblige. It is allow- 
able to interchange the time for 
the dinner repast and the light 
meal. Fish and flesh are no longer 
forbidden at the same meal. 

Certain legitimate causes may 
excuse one from the law of fast. 
Delicacy of health, actual illness, 
and a state of convalescence from 
illness are considered extenuating 
circumstances. The poor are ex- 
empt, apart from the nature of 
their employment, who cannot 
procure sufficiently nourishing 
food, and so need to take the food 
they have in larger quantity. La- 
borers and artisans of various 
sorts are also excused. 

The list of distinctions and 
contra-indications becomes formi- 
dable if one chooses to investigate 
them and is reminiscent of all the 
juridical involvements and legal- 
ism of the ancient Pharisees, who 
paid tithe “of mint and anise and 
cummin” and “omitted the weigh- 
tier matters of the law, judgment, 
mercy, and faith.” (Matt. 23:23) 


REAL ORIGIN OF LENT 


Actually, the forty days’ fast 
during Lent can be traced to the 
pagans of old. According to His- 
lop, “The forty days’ abstinence 
of Lent was directly borrowed 
from the worshippers of the Bab- 
ylonian goddess (Astarte). Such 
a Lent of forty days, ‘in the 
spring of the year,’ is still ob- 
served by the Yezidis or Pagan 
Devil-worshippers of Kurdistan, 
who have inherited it from their 
early masters, the Babylonians. 
Such a Lent of forty days was 
held in spring by the Pagan Mexi- 
cans ... “Three days after the 
vernal equinox . .. began a solemn 
fast of forty days in honor of the 
sun.’ Such a Lent of forty days 
was observed in Egypt ... This 
Egyptian Lent of forty days... 
was held expressly in commemo- 
ration of Adonis or Osiris, the 
great mediatorial god.” ’ 

What did the Church of Rome 
actually do? She skillfully ad- 
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justed the calendar to her « 




































fast 
aims, pursuing her usual policy g@™ “Br 
compromise and expediency. (Lu 
attract pagan worshippers, shem nite 
fused the Christian and pagayy tati 
feasts together, to the point when His 
the boundary line between thm ~~ 
black of heathenism and the whi as 





of Christianity has been lost 
her adherents in the twilight @ 
empty ritual. £ 


FASTING AND THE BIBLE 


In the Old Testament fash 
were enjoined on certain occ 
sions. In Zechariah 7:5, there # 
a reference to frequent fasts, but 
they were evidently not enforce 
or obligatory. That there is m 
virtue in fasting of itself is clear 
from the words of the Lord to His 
people as recorded in Jeremiah 
14:12: “When they fast, I will not 
hear their cry; and when they 
offer burnt offering and an oble 
tion, I will not accept them .. ? 
By implication, the idea of a 
fast was to permit an individual 
to deny himself for his own spiti- 
tual edification, as he saw fit—to 
afflict himself voluntarily in time 
of sorrow or distress. Nature it 
self in fact frequently takes the 
edge off hunger in such circum 
stances, thus aiding the individw 
al in his search for spiritual 
strength and composure by shift 
ing the emphasis away from the 
gratification of physical needs. 
In the New Testament there 
are a number of references to 
fasting. Christ fasted, as already 
noted, and made mention of the 
practice, as on the occasion when 
He spoke of the kind of devil that 
“goeth not out but by prayer and 
fasting.” (Matt. 17:21) The 
coupling of prayer with fasting is 
noteworthy, since the latter was 
meant to be an aid to the former. 
Evidently Paul frequently found 
it to be so since he found himself 
“in fastings often” (II Cor. Il: 
27) during his extensive ministry. 


NO FASTS INSTITUTED 


It does not appear by our 
Lord’s own practice, or any com 
mands that He gave to His dis 
ciples, that He instituted any pat 
ticular fasts. However, one may 
infer that He anticipated that His 
followers would find occasion 
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fast, particularly after He, the 
“Bridegroom,” had left them. 
(Luke 5:33-35) He did give defi- 
nite instructions regarding osten- 
tation and sincerity, however, in 
His Sermon on the Mount: 

“Moreover when ye fast, be not, 
as the hypocrites, of a sad coun- 
tenance: for they disfigure their 
faces, that they may appear unto 
men to fast. Verily I say unto 
you, They have their reward. But 
thou, when thou fastest, anoint 
thine head, and wash thy face; 
that thou appear not unto men to 
fast, but unto thy Father which is 
in secret: and thy Father, which 
seeth in secret, shall reward thee 
openly.” (Matt. 6:16-18) 

This injunction would seem to 
rule out the aforementioned ritual 
of Ash Wednesday, which begins 
the fast of Lent. The Psalmist 
recognized the emptiness of out- 
ward ritual apart from any in- 
ward conviction when he wrote 
out of deep experience: “For thou 
desirest not sacrifice; else would 
I give it: thou delightest not in 
burnt offering. The sacrifices of 
God are a broken spirit: a broken 
and a contrite heart, O God, thou 
wilt not despise.” (Ps. 51:16, 17) 

The Apostle Paul writing to the 
Romans (14:3, 17, 19) epitomized 
the whole question: “Let not him 
that eateth despise him that eat- 
eth not; and let not him which 
eateth not judge him that eateth 
... For the kingdom of God is 
not meat and drink; but right- 
eousness, and peace, and joy in 
the Holy Ghost. 

“Let us therefore follow after 
the things which make for peace, 
and things wherewith one may 
edify another.” 


*Migne, Patrologia Latina, Vol. LIV, 
633 


OCS. Eusebius, Historia Ecclesiastica, 

, XXiv. 

*James Murdock, D.D., Mosheim’s In- 
stitutes of Ecclesiastical History (Lon- 
don, 1848) p. 156. 

*St. Robert Bellarmine, S.J., Opera 
(Ingolstadt, 1601) Tom. 4, lib. 2, de 
bonis operibus, cap. 16, p. 1458 ff. 

*See Andrew Willet, D.D., Synopsis 
Papismi, or, a General View of the 
sapacy, Vol. III (London, 1852) p. 


* Socrates, Historia Ecclesiastica, V, 
‘Alexander Hislop, The Two fore: 


lons, or the Papal Worship (New York, 
1958) pp. 104, 105. 
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On the Defensive? 


Sometimes, we find, under the 
guise of goodness, what would 
seem to be a deliberate exploita- 
tion of the poor. One particular 
story exemplified this fact, com- 
ing from Dallas, Texas . . . The 
call came out over the loudspeak- 
ers... “Boys and girls, we’ve got 
some candy. If you want some, 
come to the [Protestant] church. 
Hurry now.” “You need shoes? 
Come down to the . . . church. 
We'll have them for you.” 

These calls go out in a territory 
that the article states as being 
made up mostly of Latin Ameri- 
cans. The article concluded with 
this statement. “Brother .. . 
always has had enough presents. 
And because Christmas is the 
birthday of the Lord, he will 
have baptizing at this church on 
Christmas night.” 

Pity these poor people whose 
needs are definitely great! ... 
Here, in America, we see these 
tactics at work and we begin to 
understand a little better why the 
long-suffering nations of South 
America often become angry 
with the tactics of evangelizers 
from the United States... 

No wonder this same denomi- 
nation recently made the front 
page with its story of large in- 
creases in membership. Why is 
it that this type of proselytizing 
goes on by these sects in Catholic- 
populated areas, but very seldom 
do you see this in such territories 
as our own State of North Caro- 
lina? Could it be that these sects, 
spending thousands of dollars to 
“christianize” Catholic areas, are 
unable to make any headway un- 
less they resort to such tricks as 
these? ° 


At the same time, let Catholics 
take note of these deeds being 
carried on. Never let anyone put 
a Catholic on the defensive about 
the way in which the Catholic 
Church calls souls to God. You 
would never see, in any paper, 
such a story as this about a Cath- 
olic priest or a Catholic charitable 
organization. Our approach is 
strictly as a religious organiza- 
tion in works of conversion .. . 


G. O’VANNEY 
North Carolina Catholic 
Jan. 7, 1955 


Roman Catholicism is making 
a calculated bid for the loyalty of 
people in Formosa. People have 
been told that the Roman Catho- 
lic church in Formosa has re- 
ceived a special edict from the 
Pope allowing Formosans to 
continue to worship their ances- 
tors providing they will also 
worship Jesus. Between 500 and 
600 priests have been sent to the 
island in the effort to win it for 
Catholicism. Beautiful new Cath- 
olic churches have been erected 
in even the smallest of towns. In 
some areas, a church is reported- 
ly promised if four people will 
promise to join it. Food and 


clothing are offered to all who 


will enter the church, and sums 
of money have been offered to 
those who will burn their idols 
and subscribe to the Romanist 
faith. Free scholarships are be- 
ing given promising young people 
to Catholic schools and semi- 
naries elsewhere in the world. 
The Evangelical Christian 

Nov. 1954 





A Question of Loyalty 

Msgr. Pius A. Benicasa, of the 
Buffalo diocese, arrived in Rome 
by air on December 31, 1954. He 
has been appointed by the Pope 
to contribute his services to the 
Papal Secretariat of State. Car- 
dinal Spellman was at one time 
connected with the Vatican in the 
same capacity. 


Parochial Schools 
Press for Aid 

Recently, Roman Catholic 
Archbishop of Cincinnati, the 
Most Right Rev. Karl J. Alter, 
demanded certain “peripheral” 
services, such as transportation 
and health and welfare aids to 
parochial schools. In an address 
delivered to the Archdiocesan 
Council of Catholic Men in 
Springfield, he also urged that 
public opinion be mobilized to 
“bring about a revision” of the 
U.S. Supreme Court’s decision in 
the McCollum case, which was 
initiated by Mrs. Vashti Mc- 
Collum of Champaign, Illinois, in 
1948. The Supreme Court then 
decided that released-time re- 
ligious education classes held on 
public school property are un- 
constitutional. 

This decision was criticized by 
the Archbishop as “an unhistori- 
cal interpretation” of the First 
Amendment of the Bill of Rights. 
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EYES OF THE WORLD 


He attacked in particular the 
following statement: “No tax, in 
any amount, large or small, can 
be levied to support any religious 
activities or institutions, what- 
ever they may be called or what- 
ever form they may adopt to 
teach or practice religion.” 


e 
Catholicism in West Germany 


All indications demonstrate 
that in West Germany there is a 
movement afoot, led by West 
German government powers, to 
further Roman Catholic aims 
throughout the country. Franz- 
Joseph Wuermeling, Roman 
Catholic member of the Christian 
Democratic Union which is head- 
ed by Chancellor Konrad Ade- 
nauer, and cabinet member of 
the West German Government in 
his capacity of “Family Minis- 
ter,” has the duty of persuading 
West German wives to have more 
children. 

The New York Herald Tribune 
reported that “when legislation 
giving large families added privi- 
leges is proposed, he watches 
over it to see that it does not 
become stalled on the way from 
the Cabinet to Parliament.” Also 
according to the Tribune, “he is 
accused of wanting to abolish 
divorce and confine marriages to 
church weddings. Above all, his 
opponents charge he is trying to 
Catholicize West Germany.” 
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“In the Beginning God . . ." 


An Augustinian monk, the R 
Kenneth Dougherty of the Cath 
lic University of America, Was} 
ington, D.C., informed the six 
annual Mariological Society 
America, gathered in conventig 
in St. Louis, that according § 
a survey 64% of Protestant 
isters polled did not believe tha 
Mary is the Mother of God, 159 
were uncertain, and 21% did be 
lieve in the divine maternity. 
statistics were based on 100 
plies to 270 ministers of 17 Prot 
estant denominations in 29 state 
and the District of Columbia. 

What a way to make a survey! 
Almost half of the states wer 
left out. We wonder if the 21% 
are real Protestants, real Evan 
gelical Christians. é 
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The Church of Rome in Finland © 


The information service of the 
Church of Finland recently re- 
vealed that the Church of Rome 
is “obviously trying to increasé 
its influence in Northern Eu 
rope.” The church news agency 
in Finland maintained that “a 











sign of this aspiration is the re 


cent founding of the Roman Cath- 


olic diocese in Denmark and Swe- 


den,” and likewise declared that 
“there has been some Roman 
Catholic propaganda even in the 
broadcast program of the Finnish 
Broadcasting Corporation.” 

In addition it was stated that 
“a few years ago the Roman 
Catholic Church founded the ‘Stu- 
dium Catholicum’ as centre of in- 
formation and propaganda im 
Helsinki”; the Lutheran news 
agency said that “it has aroused 
attention that there are 17 Roman 
Catholic priests active in Finland 
though the membership of the 
Roman Catholic Church, accord- 
ing to the latest census, is only 
1,231, most of whom are foreign- 
ers. There are only four Roman 
Catholic congregations in Fin- 
land. 

* 


Battle in Church 


The following scenes tran- 
svired last January 8 in St. Fran- 
cis of Assisi, Roman Catholic 
Church located in Brooklyn, New 
York. A free-for-all fight erupted 
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during a dance held on the church 
ises. A_ hysterical girl 
phoned for the police, to report 
that a patrolman was being 
mobbed. He was later rescued. 
Radio car reinforcements were 
necessary to break up the attack 
of six teen-agers. During the 






aim scuffle a police officer was severe- 
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ly cut up. Detectives said the 
foor was strewn with broken 






soda bottles when they arrived. 





Many centuries ago, it was 
written, ““My house shall be called 
a house of prayer .. .” 
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Romanism and Communism 

Not long ago, Joseph S. Peter- 
sen, Roman Catholic born in New 
Orleans, was arrested by the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
as a suspect in espionage for a 
certain foreign nation. Mr. Peter- 
sen was graduated from Loyola 
University, New Orleans, re- 
ceived a Master of Sciences de- 
gree from St. Louis University, 
and was an instructor at Loyola 
University and Ursuline College. 
In many segments of bureau- 
cratic Washington, the ascendant 
idea is that a Roman Catholic is 
the only safe security risk. Cer- 
tain facts like the one above give 
the lie to such a widespread 
notion. 


















e 

Cireus Animals Blessed 

A unique ceremony has recent- 
ly taken place at the Tognoi Cir- 
cus near Rome, Italy. The annual 
“Blessing of Animals” was con- 
ducted by a priest in honor of St. 
Anthony, who is the patron of 
domestic animals in the Roman 
system. According to Roman 
Catholic belief, St. Anthony was 
supposed to have started this cus- 
tom about eight hundred years 
ago. 


* 
Sanctuary to Honor 
the Madonna of Tears 


In the presence of numerous 
officials, Most Reverend Arch- 
bishop Baranzini, of Syracuse, 
Sicily, has signed a document for 
the acquisition of the property 
upon which will arise a Sanctuary 
dedicated to “Our Lady of Tears.” 
The construction of the edifice 
will fall to the highest bidder in 
any part of Italy. 
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News: Man Bites Dogma 

The Protestant Ministerial As- 
sociation of Richmond County, 
North Carolina, requested the 
Hamlet News-Messenger to dis- 
continue publishing Catholic In- 
formation columns which have 
been appearing in the paper 
every Friday for several weeks. 

The ministers objected to the 
Catholic feature “because,” they 
said, “we feel that it is an ex- 
pression of the Catholic dogma 
and not a news article.” They also 
maintained that articles of that 
type “create strife and ill will 
between religious groups and de- 
stroy the spirit of unity in our 
democracy.” 

In response, an editorial de- 
clared that the News-Messenger 
will be obliged to publish the 
views of other denominations. 

7 
Protestant Theologian 
Barred From Colombia 

Mr. W. L. Crumpler, a semi- 
nary student in the Southern Bap- 
tist school at Wake Forest, North 
Carolina, and Mrs. Crumpler, who 
was born in Colombia, were re- 
fused tourist visas by the Colom- 
bian Embassy in Washington. 
They first applied for the visa in 
the Colombian Consulate in Mi- 
ami, Florida, but when the Co- 
lombian officials learned that Mr. 
Crumpler was a seminary stu- 
dent, the visa was denied him. 
The matter was taken up with 
the U.S. Department of State, 
which referred the case to the 
Colombian Embassy, but to no 
avail. 
ae 


Shoemaker to Become 
Canonized 


The introductory procedure for 
the beatification (preliminary 
step before canonization) of a 
former cobbler has been institu- 
ted in| the offices of the Congrega- 
tion of Rites in Rome. Adolph 
Kopling, born in Cologne, was la- 
ter ordained to the priesthood, 
and in 1846 founded the Kopling 
Verein, which has a branch in 
New York City. The purpose of 
the organization is to render spir- 
itual and material help to Catho- 
lic apprentices. 

e 


Priests Dismissed as 
Teachers in Argentina 


In virtue of a decree emanating 
from President Juan D. Peron, 
101 Roman Catholic priests have 
been deprived of their teaching 
positions in higher public schools 
throughout Argentina. The aim 
of the Argentinian Government 
is to curtail the power of the 
Church in every domain with the 
exception of strictly religious 
matters. 

At the end of last year, the 
Bureau of Religious Education 
had banned subjects dealing with 
religion and ethics. These sub- 
jects were to be no longer neces- 
sary for promotion in the schools, 
thus discontinuing a long-existent 
practice. 


= 
Sale of Contraceptives Attacked 


The Roman Catholic Church in 
Ohio is making attempts to have 
a bill introduced in the State Leg- 
islature to prohibit the sale of 
contraceptives. The Catholic 
Chronicle of Toledo, Ohio, has 
been campaigning against the sale 
of prophylactics, sending ques- 
tionnaires to more than fifty can- 
didates for the State Legislature 
about how they felt toward legis- 
lation forbidding such sales. The 
sale of prophylactics is not pro- 
scribed by Ohio statutes. The 
Chronicle asked the candidates 
whether they would be in favor 
of amending the Ohio revised 
code to ban the sale of prophylac- 
tics in vending machines. 

e 


Who Calls the Turns? 


Following last year’s precedent, 
the annual Red Mass, celebrated 
for Jurists and Lawgivers at St. 
Matthew’s, Roman Catholic Ca- 
thedral in Washington, D.C., was 
attended by Earl Warren, Chief 
Justice of the U.S., four Supreme 
Court Justices, twenty-three Fed- 
eral Judges, twenty-two Senators, 
more than a hundred Representa- 
tives, fifteen Ambassadors, and 
scores of other jurists, lawmakers 
and Government officials. The 


Secretary of Labor, James P. 
Mitchell, the Postmaster General, 
Arthur E. Summerfield, and the 
Deputy Under Secretary of State, 
Robert Murphy were also present. 
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He was a Roman Catholic priest in his beloved Poland, serving 
his first parish. Plagued with doubts from his seminary days, and 
shocked by the exploitation of the simple peasants by his fellow priests, 
he decided that the only solution in his own ministry was to keep as 
close as possible to the Gospels and the example of Jesus Christ. 

But his spiritual struggle continued, and for years he prayed for 
guidance, crying to the Lord in great distress, “O God! Show me the 
way out of the darkness to Thee! Tell me what is wrong and what is 


right!” 


ROM time to time the merciful 
Lord gave me some proof that 
He listened to my prayers. Now 
and again He threw something 
like beams of His light into the 
darkness of my soul, and in this 
light I was able to discern quite 
clearly what was right because it 
was based upon the firm rock of 
His own Word, and what was 
wrong because it was built only 
upon the shifting sand of human 
doctrines and traditions. In that 
light the whole system of the Ro- 
man Church and her spirit some- 
times stood condemned by the 
judgment of God. It will be easier 
to understand what I mean by 
such enlightenment if I give some 
examples. 


THE BONDAGE OF FEAR 


Once there came to me a poor 
country woman bringing her six- 
teen-year-old daughter with her. 
Weeping, she complained to me 
about her girl: “Something has 
happened to my daughter. She 
used to be quite a happy girl be- 
fore, but now she cannot speak 
about anything except hell, and 
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she maintains that she is already 
condemned to hell.”’ 

As I had never heard anything 
like that before, I looked in aston- 
ishment at the face of the girl. 
She was very pale, and her eyes 
were insane. Was she obsessed? 

I asked her one or two ques- 
tions, but she did not answer 
them ; instead, with a weird smile 
she started to relate to me some- 
thing about hell. I thought to my- 
self that it was fortunate she did 
not live in the Middle Ages, for 
she would have been burned to 
death at the stake as a witch. 
But what now? 

I turned to her mother and 
asked her, “What do you think 
about it? When and how did it 
start?” 


T first she did not want to tell 
me her opinion; later on I 
realized why. She was afraid that 
because I was a priest she might 
provoke me to anger. But when I 
stressed that I could not help her 
without knowing all about it, she, 
hesitatingly at first, told me the 
whole story: 


by Rev. Roman K. Mazierski 


Part ll 


“Several months before you 
started to work in our parish, 
some monks came to our church 
and arranged a big mission there. 
For a fortnight our parish church 
was crowded every morning and 
evening with people who came 
not only from the town but even 
from distant villages to listen to 
the missionary messages. 

“My daughter attended all 
those services and listened anx- 
iously to every sermon. But 
those monks preached mostly 
about the hell which is prepared 
for sinners. When they were 
about to leave, my daughter 
bought from them a missionary 
book, which she has read every 
day since. But this book is also 
full of stories about eternal dam- 
nation and hell.” 

As she finished with tears her 
tragic story, I now knew what 
had happened. Her daughter must 
really have been a very honest 
girl because she came to the coh 
viction that she was a sinner. 
when she heard the monks—wh0 
I suppose looked to her like saints 
from heaven—proclaiming that 
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hell is the destination of sinners 
and describing all sorts of tor- 
ments awaiting them there, she 
finally came to the conclusion that 
as a sinner she was already con- 
demned to hell, and the mission- 
ary book, approved by a bishop, 
confirmed her in this dreadful 
thought. 



























































W HAT spiritual torture she had 

had to go through before 
developing that weird smile and 
falling victim to a mental disease! 
There she stood, one of the many 
victims of the system of terror 
applied by the Church I repre- 
sented and was ministering to. 
I felt like a defendant accused of 
being an accomplice to those cru- 
elties—unless I did something to 
heal the wounds inflicted by 
“spiritual” Inquisitors. 

I was so shocked that without 
hesitation I told the woman, 
“Take your daughter home, and 
as soon as you arrive home, throw 
that missionary book into the fire 
and burn it completely, in order 
to prevent your child from read- 
ing it any more. Afterwards, you 
must take her to the nearest big 
town to a special hospital for 
psychical diseases and tell the doc- 
tors all that you have told me. 
They will probably keep her there 
for some time, during which we 
must pray for her recovery.” 

They went away, and months 
passed. Often did I remember the 
unfortunate girl before the Lord, 
till one day the same woman came 
again with her daughter to thank 
me for all the advice I had given 
her. “I did everything you told 
me,” she said, “and now they have 
sent my girl back home from the 
hospital because she is cured.” 

The girl really looked healthier, 
and there was nothing insane now 
in her eyes. As I spoke to her, 
she gave me quite reasonable re- 
plies, never once mentioning hell 
any more. 
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UT still there was something in 

her eyes like a deep, deep sad- 
tess—or rather a very important 
question: “Am I saved or am I 
condemned?” Oh, yes, it was a 
most important question, as it has 
been down through the ages. 
Upon the answer to it depended 
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not only her health but even her 
eternal life! 

So I started patiently to per- 
suade the poor soul that our Lord 
Jesus Christ did not come to con- 
demn us to hell, however much 
we deserve it. “He came to save 
you,” I explained. “That was why 
He offered Himself upon the cross 
and shed His blood. He died for 
you, in order for you to have eter- 
nal life and to go to heaven.” 

Gradually, as I spoke, the smile 
of happiness, like sunshine, rose 
on her face and remained there 
as a lasting sign of the child of 
God who had put all her trust in 
Him. The chains of hellish terror 
once imposed on her by the monks 
fell off, and she went away with 
her mother in peace and in the 
liberty of the children of God. 

Many a time the Lord has 
opened my eyes to such cases, 
where the fear of eternal damna- 
tion, instilled during childhood, 
has driven men and women of 
delicate conscience into a perma- 
nent psychosis of fear. They go to 
confession every week, or even 
daily, and spend hours confessing 
their sins and circumstances to 
“father-confessors,” only to leave 
the confessional with gnawing 
doubts and fears that their con- 
fessions were not valid and that 
in consequence, if they died, they 
must go to hell. They are a sort 
of plague for confessors, who are 
especially taught during their 
preparation for the priesthood 
how to deal with persons suffer- 
ing from “scruples,” but nothing 
seems to satisfy those unfortu- 
nate souls with regard to the im- 
portant question of their salva- 
tion. 


THE WAYS OF DEATH 


I am reminded of an even more 
tragic victim than the girl already 
mentioned. While visiting my 
parents in my native town during 
the holidays, I had the sad oppor- 
tunity of meeting a close relative 
of mine who as a little boy had 
attended the same primary school 
as I did; in fact, every day after 
school we used to play together 
with some other children in an 
orchard. He was about two years 
younger than myself, had a bril- 
liant character, and always 


brought excellent reports from 
his teacher. 

But he changed completely af- 
ter his first confession and prep- 
aration for it. He would not play 
happily with other children any 
more; rather, he would look for 
a solitary place in the garden, 
where we sometimes found him 
standing under a tree whispering 
something to himself. 

His mother used to ask him, 
“Son, what is wrong with you? 
Why are you talking to yourself?” 

But he would not give her any 
explanation. Still worse, he ceased 
being a brilliant pupil, and al- 
though he tried to work hard on 
his homework, usually late into 
the night, his thoughts were so 
occupied with fear that he was 
unable to concentrate his atten- 


tion upon his school work. 
Was growing up, and his 


E 

H fear too was growing in him, 
until it took full possession of his 
mind. He was unable to finish his 
attempted university studies, and 
when he tried a few jobs he was 
fired from each of them after a 
short period of trial. His employ- 
ers gave the reason: “He does not 
concentrate on his work.” 

As a grown man he had to rely 
on his poor widowed mother for 
his maintenance. Not even the 
learned psychiatrist could cure 
him. 

The last time I saw him was 
before the outbreak of World 
War II. He was then a man of 
about thirty-five. Night after 
night, instead of going to bed, he 
would stand upright in the middle 
of his room, keeping the light on 
and staring before him with his 
eyes wide open from fear. 

Then the war came, and during 
the occupation of Poland by the 
Nazis he was caught, together 
with many others, and brought 
into a concentration camp. There 
they had to work very hard, with 
German guards watching them 
closely. Though his efforts to 
work were found unsatisfactory, 
the camp authorities would not 
believe that he was psychically 
paralyzed by fear. As a result, 
the cruel guards started to beat 
him unmercifully, in such a way 
that in a few months’ time they 
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killed him. 

This was the tragic end of a 
once happy boy who was the pride 
and hope of his parents, before 
his delicate mind came under the 
terror of Romanism. 


THE BATTLE CONTINUES 


But in spite of all those en- 
lightening experiences regarding 
the discrepancy between the Ro- 
man Catholic system and the Gos- 
pel of Jesus Christ, I still per- 
sisted in believing that this was 
the only true Christian Church in 
the world. In my own mind I 
tried to explain away all the 
abuses as individual acts of the 
clergy, who either had become 
over-zealous in their efforts to 
dominate the souls and conscien- 
ces of their flocks (thus proving 
themselves to be “more Catholic 
than the Pope” and using even 
bad means to obtain good aims) 
or had lost their faith and become 
ordinary “breadwinners” by pure- 
ly automatic execution of their 
official duties. 

Sometimes, however, I felt with 
horror that I myself might be- 
come like the latter sometime in 
the future. But the Lord did not 
let me fall into such a horrible 
abyss, although He had to contend 
long with my obstinacy. He con- 
tinued for years to enlighten me, 
indicating what was right and 
what was wrong. Some of those 
experiences were so clear and 
wonderful that even now they are 
bright in my memory. 


T was on an early before-spring 
morning, when in my country 
the days are dull and damp with 
intermittent snow and rain. Just 
after I had said Mass and re- 
turned to my room, a knock came 
at the door and someone asked, 
“Would you come, father, to ad- 
minister the last rites to a dying 
man?” “Of course,” I said, and 
went to the church to collect the 
Sacrament and other necessary 
articles. 

In a few minutes I was travel- 
ling through the streets of the 
town on a primitive cart, the driv- 
er ringing a small bell, while 
passers-by showed their devotion 
to the Sacrament by kneeling 
down on the pavement and bow- 
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ing their heads, as they are ac- 
customed to do in countries with 
a Roman Catholic majority. 

Presently we arrived at a small 
hut on the outskirts of the town, 
and I was led into a very poorly 
furnished room where a man lay 
dying on a large straw bed. He 
was not very old, perhaps forty- 
six or so, but he looked exhausted, 
whether by illness or poverty or 
hard labor I did not know. He 
rested on his back, breathing 
heavily, with his eyes open and 
staring at the ceiling. It was evi- 
dent that he did not have long to 
live. 

As it was necessary to hurry 
up with the last rites before he 
died, I at once started to speak to 
him in order to prepare him for 
his last confession of sins before 
I could give him the sacramental 
absolution, Communion, and unc- 
tion with “holy” oil. But some- 
body interrupted me. 


[" was his wife, who stood lean- 

ing against a wall, weeping 
bitterly. “Excuse me, please, but 
I do not think he can hear you 
because he is already uncon- 
scious,” she said. 

I thought she might be wrong, 
taking for unconsciousness what 
might have been only a weaken- 
ing of his hearing. I began to 
shout into his ear: “Your priest is 
here! Try to recall your sins and 
confess them!” 

But he did not take any notice 
of me; he did not even turn his 
face towards me. In my efforts 
to reach this soul leaving this 
world and to secure his salvation 
by application of last rites, I went 
around his bed and placed myself 
at his feet, in the hope that he 
would glance down and notice me 
in my black cassock, white sur- 
plice and stole, and come to re- 
alize that this was his last chance 
to confess and get absolution. 

I waited and waited, but he 
never glanced down. Attempting 
then to reach his soul through the 
sense of touch, I took a little cru- 
cifix I always carried in the Sac- 
rament satchel and pressed it 
lightly against his lips, expecting 
him to show at least the common 
sign of consciousness of what was 
going on by kissing that crucifix. 


But there was no such reactic ; 
To my great distress it was al} 
hopeless. 


* 


HERE I stood at the bed of thi 
man in agony, with all 
priestly power and authority to 
save his soul and to open for him 
the way to heaven, but I was un 
able to do it. Of course, I knew 
very well from my theological 
studies and the Church’s instrue. 
tions that I could give him a so 
called “conditional absolution” 
which would be valid even with 
out his confession of sins, pro. 
vided he had sincerely repented of 
them before falling unconscious, 
But what if he had not repented? 
Well, the theologians would say, 
then it was his own fault, and 
if he were in a state of “mortal” 
sin, such a “conditional absolu- 
tion” would be invalid and in con- 

sequence he must go to hell. 

I stood there worried, feeling 
completely helpless in spite of all 
the means provided by the Roman 
Church to save a perishing soul. 
In my distress I looked once more 
at the man’s sallow, emaciated 
face and then noticed something 
peculiar: his lips were moving! 
Was he whispering anything? 

Bringing my ear close to his 
lips, I heard a very faint whisper 
but could not discern what it 
meant. By concentrating care- 
fully I was at last able to under- 
stand what he was saying: “Fa- 
ther, into Thy hands I commend 
my spirit.” This dying man, who 
did not see anything, did not feel 
any more, who was completely 
unconscious in his agony, contin- 
ued to repeat automatically in a 
waning whisper, “Father, into 
Thy hands I commend my spirit.” 
And so he died. 


TH Church and her rites failed 

to save his soul, but however 
sinful it might have been, the 
Lord gave me the strongest as- 
surance at the same time that the 
man did not need my conditional 
or unconditional absolution, that 
he did not need any rites or Sac- 
raments, he did not need my 
priestly help to be saved, because 
he had been saved already by his 
own faith in the only real Priest 
and Saviour, Jesus Christ. This 
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faith must have been the domi- 
nant factor during his hard life 
and his last illness, comforting 
and assuring him so that even in 
his agony his believing soul still 
managed to break through the un- 
conscious mind with that continu- 
: “Father, into Thy 


This was a real revelation to 
me and the best theological lec- 
ture of my life, because the Lord 
Himself taught me at the bed of 
this dying man that the salvation 
of a soul does not depend upon 
any human efforts, rites or doc- 
trines, but upon Jesus’ sacrifice 
upon the cross and our own faith 
in Him, and through Him in our 
Father in heaven. The revelation 
of this truth was to shatter to 
pieces my belief in the Roman 
dogmata about the automatic 
(“ex opere operato”) power of 
rites and Sacraments of the 
Church. 


WOUNDED IN ACTION 


Still I continued to cling to my 
“only true Church,” until finally 
the Lord was forced to answer 
my unceasing prayers by striking 
me down. My health broke and a 
disease of my left kidney devel- 
oped. For a year and a half I re- 
ceived constant medical attention, 
until a specialist finally decided 
that all previous treatment was 
wrong and that I must be oper- 
ated on immediately to save my 
life. 

When I came to after a long 
and difficult operation, I felt so 
weak that I could hardly move 
for some days, and I had no will 
to live on. My life seemed to me a 
complete failure, a great mistake. 
Since I had failed to find my way 
to the Lord, I was fed up with 
everything and came to the con- 
clusion that the best solution 
would be just to pass away. I was 
critically ill, on the danger list, 
and so found it easy to drift into 
indifference, even refusing to take 
the prescribed medicines. 

I was still expecting my death, 
which would free me at least from 
my spiritual torture, when one 
afternoon my relatives came to 
visit me and asked whether I 
prayed for my recovery. My neg- 
ative response astonished them, 
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but since I was unable to explain 
away my lack of concern and 
since I was touched by their 
worry, I promised to pray as they 
requested. I also promised my 
doctor, who was most annoyed at 
my indifference, that I would fol- 
low his orders and take the neces- 
sary medicines. 


I KEPT both those promises, even 

against my own will, but in 
my prayer I asked the Lord to 
heal me only if He could bring a 
definite change in my life and use 
me in the future according to His 
will. My prayer for recovery was 
answered very soon. My condi- 
tion improved from day to day 
so that even the doctors were sur- 
prised, because—as they told me 
quite frankly afterwards—they 
had had little hope of my recov- 
ery. 

After two months’ stay in the 
hospital, I was released and, 
though still very weak, started to 
work, wondering how the Lord 
was going to heal my soul and 
use me according to His will. The 
answer came after about two 
years’ time, when my spiritual 
struggle became almost unbear- 
able. It was not until then, at the 
end of fifteen years of ministry in 
the Roman Church, that I defi- 
nitely realized that I was in the 
wrong place. 


THE JOY OF SURRENDER 


During all those years the Lord 
had gradually enlightened my 
mind along certain lines. Now 
He brought me to the point of 
making a decision: either to re- 
main in the Church that had con- 
firmed and ordained me and to 
preserve all the privileges of a 
priest, the reverence of my peo- 
ple, the approval of my superiors, 
and a very promising career in 
the Church hierarchy, but to lose 
my faith completely and never to 
be able to come to Him; or to 
leave that Church and my priest- 
hood because it was all wrong 
and was not built upon the Word 
of God, and to entrust myself 
completely to Him. 

However, I was too weak and 
too frightened to obey this call 
from the Lord immediately. It is 
hard for a non-Catholic to imag- 





ine the severe mental and emo- 
tional conflicts of a person who 
has been taught from childhood 


that “outside the (Roman) 
Church there is no salvation,” 
that whoever leaves that Church 
will go to hell, and that the worst 
tortures are reserved for the ex- 
communicated priest. To become 
such a “renegade” priest in a Ro- 
man Catholic country like Italy, 
Spain, or Poland means to be re- 
garded by friends and relatives as 
a traitor not only to the Church 
but even to the nation, because 
“the only true Italian, Spaniard, 
or Pole is a Roman Catholic.” The 
ex-priest must face a sort of so- 
cial boycott, or at least the cold 
shoulder from former friends. 

I could not face it! But at the 
same time I knew that this was 
the last chance the Lord would 
offer me. And still I could not 
come to a decision! Though the 
struggle of my conscience contin- 
ued for another year, there was 
one thing I could still do and that 
was to pray. I used to cry to the 
Lord by day and by night out of 
the depths of my heart: “Lord, do 


something, because I am _ too 
weak! Strengthen my _ spirit; 
help me!” 


FNAlty His grace overwhelmed 
me: He filled me with enough 
courage to obey His call so that I 
did not mind accepting any suf- 
fering that might come to me af- 
terwards. I put all my trust in 
Him. And I have never regretted 
it since. My conversion was ac- 
complished by Him. There was no 
merit of my own in it. But it 
was like being lifted up by His 
everlasting arms out of the dark- 
ness into the blessed liberty and 

light of the children of God! 
Since that wonderful day the 
Lord has shown me infinite care 
and goodness and blessing. All 
my spiritual trouble, uncertainty 
and fright have left me complete- 
ly, and I am happier with the 
Lord now than I have ever been 
before. I can testify with blessed 
assurance that this happiness can 
become the precious heritage of 
all who are still in the same dark- 
ness in which I once existed be- 

fore the Lord turned to me. 
END 
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THE 


JESUIT 


APOSTASY 


“Henceforth | shall live the life of 
a priest and | shall live the life of 
a Jesuit, God and Mary helping me. 
These, my two lives, shall be blend- 
ed into one. All that | shall do as a 
priest | shall do as a Jesuit, and all 
that | do as a Jesuit, | shall do as 
a priest. Whether | teach or preach, 
whether | work with things material 
or spiritual, whatever it be or 
wherever it be, here, there or else- 
where, it shall ever be the same: for 
everywhere | shall be a priest and 
a Jesuit..." 





HE foregoing quotation, taken 

from the ordination issue of 
The Western Jesuit (June 1951), 
illustrates very succinctly the di- 
chotomy that exists in the person 
of a Jesuit and may in part ex- 
plain the underlying cause for de- 
fections from the Order, which 
the Pope recently had reason to 
lament. Torn between his loyal- 
ties as an individual priest and 
the special code of casuistry im- 
posed on him by his Order, the 
Jesuit may very well find the situ- 
ation intolerable enough to in- 
duce him to break his vows. 

In a further attempt to fill in 
the details bypassed by Life mag- 
azine in its recent picture-story, 
and to explain why a Jesuit might 
risk the consequences of “apos- 
tasy” for the sake of conscience 
and self-respect, we conclude our 
series with documentation on the 
important and ever timely sub- 
jects of heresy and the morality 
of regicide. 


HERESY 


In the corpus of Jesuit morals 
and ethics, there is a wide margin 
for intolerance and the killing of 
so-called heretics. We shall omit 
the instructions of the most fa- 
mous Jesuits of the seventeenth 
century (such as Bellarmine, Es- 
cobar, and Laymann) and will 
limit ourselves to the teachings of 
a few of the more modern Jesuits. 

First of all, heresy may be de- 
fined in this instance as the hold- 
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ing of any doctrine or belief at 
variance with or contrary to the 
doctrines and dogmas of the Ro- 
man Catholic Church. Thus, a 
Roman Catholic who leaves his 
church and a Protestant whose 
forefathers departed from the 
(Roman Catholic) faith alike fall 
in this category. 

This becomes most significant 
when one realizes that the spirit 
of hatred toward heretics s0 
common in past centuries is nota 
thing of the medieval, supersti- 
tious, unenlightened past. That 
same spirit persists today. Con- 
sider the teachings of the Jesuit 
deLuca: 

“First of all the Church merely 
excommunicated, then imposed 
fines, then banished, and finally, 
though under compulsion, pro- 
ceeded to capital punishment. 
For, since heretics scorn excom- 
munication and fines, and if sent 
to prison or exile, infect others, 
the only effectual remedy is to 
send them prematurely to their 
proper place (that is, death) ... 
Theologians are so certain that 
the Church has the right ‘at least 
indirectly’ (through the State as 
bailiff) to pass sentence of death 
that some most severely blame 
those who dispute the right of the 
Church to inflict capital punish- 
ment. Suarez [the chief theolo- 
gian of the Jesuit Order] says it 
is a Catholic doctrine that the 
Church may punish heretics with 
death.” 
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CAPITAL PUNISHMENT 


“It is the duty of the State to 
punish the heretic with death at 
the direction and by the order of 
the Church; it cannot deliver the 
heretic handed over to it by the 
Church from this punishment. 
Capital punishment is not only 
incurred by those who have apos- 
tatized as adults, but also by all 
who obstinately adhere to the her- 
esy imbibed with their mother’s 
milk. Where this punishment ex- 
ists, it is incurred by all apostates 
to heresy, even if they wish to 
become reconverted, as well as by 
all who remain obstinate when re- 
proved for heresy.” 

“Heretics and apostates who 
previously belonged to the Church 
may be forced by the Church, 
through bodily punishment and 
even capital punishment, to re- 
turn to the true faith. This is 
what all theologians teach to-day 
in accordance with St. Aquinas.” 

The Jesuit Joseph Rickaby re- 
plied, in answer to the question, 
“Are heretics to be tolerated?” 
that “they should not only be ex- 
communicated, but also banished 
from the world by death. If coin- 
ers or other malefactors are at 
once handed over to the secular 
princes to a just death, much 
more may heretics, immediately 
they are convicted of heresy, be 
not only excommunicated, but 
done to death.’”? 

The Jesuit Wenig observed: 
“The passing of the sentence of 
death upon heretics was at any 
rate not unjust, as the crime of 
heresy can only be meetly atoned 
for and entirely prevented from 
injuring the ecclesiastical and civ- 
il community by capital punish- 
ment . . . We have seen that the 
ecclesiastical Inquisition cannot 
agree with the modern ideas as to 
toleration, enlightenment and hu- 
manity, but, for all that, I cry, 
‘Long live the ecclesiastical Inqui- 
sition!’ For these ideas are not 
only unchristian, but also unrea- 
sonable, while the mission of the 
Church which, through the Inqui- 
sition, watches over the purity of 
dogmatic theology and ethics, is 
divine and consequently indepen- 
dent of the spirit of the age and 
of circumstances.’’ 
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Another illustration of Jesuit 
hatred for heretics can be gath- 
ered from the following fulmina- 
tion: 

“THE RUIN OF EUROPE” 


“The Lutherans reckoned this 
[1617] as the centenary of their 
godless religion, because a hun- 
dred years before there appeared 
the first sparks of the pestilential 
flame, which afterwards spread 
quickly, with a hopeless fury, like 
a storm, first through Germany 
and then through some neigh- 
bouring provinces... 

“Ignatius, whom God in His 
eternal wisdom raised up to op- 
pose Luther, shall confront him in 
our work, too . . . In the presence 
of Ignatius does Luther, the stig- 
ma of Germany, the Epicurean 
swine, the ruin of Europe, the 
monster who brought disaster on 
the globe, the outcast of God and 
man, deserve a centenary jubi- 
lee ?’’* 

“After Luther, false to God 
and religion, had forsaken the an- 
cient faith, he was joined by a 
mob of petty schoolmasters, in- 
solent grammarians, degenerate 
poets, frivolous little Hellenists, 
drunken orators, and Heaven 
knows what other ridiculous ob- 
jects of philosophers and philolo- 
gists. The dregs of the popula- 
tion, cobblers, dyers, butchers, 
and weavers followed their ex- 
ample... From all sides streamed 
together the most vicious people— 
persons notorious through infa- 
my, condemned by judges, bear- 
ing brands of shame . . . They 
trampled down everything hu- 
mane and godly ... In front 
marched Luther, carrying the 
godless torch which, in the form 
of an abominable treatise, tried 
to make all believe that unchas- 
tity was more necessary than 
food, drink, and sleep . . . This in- 


famous apostate led to battle ig- 


norant persons, who had sprung 
from foul dens and the lowest 
dregs, of godless and infamous 
life, notorious through immoral- 
ity, harpies of the Holy Scripture. 
With what an honourable and 
well-equipped host—really with 
word and deed—did the Society 
of Jesus oppose him.”® { 
“Certainly we do not deny that 


we have entered into a bitter and 
eternal struggle for the Catholic 
religion against heresy. Like St. 
Jerome, each of us says to-day, ‘I 
cannot agree with you on one 
point—namely, that I spare the 
heretics and do not prove myself 
a Catholic. If this is reason of 
our disagreement, I can die, but I 
cannot be silent.’ It is vain for 
heresy to expect to attain friend- 
ship with the Society of Jesus 
through silence alone. As long as 
there is life in us, we will bark at 
the wolves for the defense of the 
Catholic flock.’ 


PROTESTANT MORALITY 


The Jesuits portray Protestant 
morality in the following coarse 
terms: “Every moral license, 
every lapse of morality, in Ca- 
tholicism signifies a perversion, a 
falling away from Catholic prin- 
ciples. But if once we accept the 
Protestant principle of ‘evangeli- 
cal freedom’ it is only thanks to a 
most lucky lack of logic if the 
most serious consequences do not 
result in the social and moral 
domain. 

“In the French Revolution 
French excitability with iron con- 
sistency deduced the consequences 
from the principles of the Refor- 
mation. Alas! for us, if German 
thoroughness should enter upon 
such paths! But what did the 
Protestants do? They annihilated 
the three Gospel counsels .. . 

“To the husband they said: 
‘The claims of passion are no 
more bound to give way before 
the sanctity of the marriage vow 
than before the vow of Chastity.’ 
They whispered into the ears of 
all men: ‘The animal instinct is 
untamable and vulimited, and un- 
justified in all its claims.’ ... All 
moral excesses, which according 
to the reports of the societies for 
promoting morals in all our large 
Protestant towns are threatening 
the ruin of the German nation, 
are absolutely permissible ac- 
cording to the principle, the im- 
mediate consequences of which 
were described by Luvher.’”’ 


IN DEFENSE OF REGICIDE 


As for the doctrine of the law- 
fulness of the murder of princes, 
the Jesuit Juan Mariana de- 
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scribes the Roman Catholic posi- 
tion in great detail, with appro- 
priate illustrations. He writes as 
follows: 

“A noble monument has been 
recently erected in France which 
shows how important it is that 
people should be pacified ... Hen- { 
ry III, King of France, lies there 
murdered by the hand of a monk, 
and the charm of the knife has 
been thrust into his entrails. This 


is an ugly but memorable spec- 
tacle calculated to teach princes 
that godless, hazardous enter- 
prises do not remain unpun- 
ished... 

“Jacques Clement . . . studied 
theology at the college of his Or- 
der, the Dominican. When he, in 
answer to his question, had been 
told by the theologians that a ty- 
rant could justly be killed .. . he 
went into the camp on July 3ist, 
1589 ... On August 1st, which is 
dedicated to the chains of the 
Apostle Peter, after reading 
Mass, he obeyed the summons of 
the King, who was out of bed 
but not completely dressed. Dur- 
ing a conversation, he drew near- 
er to the King, apparently to pre- 
sent a letter, and inflicted a deep 
wound in the vicinity of the blad- 
der with a knife hidden under 
medicinal herbs. What magnifi- 
cent presence of mind! what a 
glorious action!... 

“The courtiers who rushed in 
covered him (the monk) with 
wounds .. . He bought the liberty 
of his country and nation with his 
blood; he rejoiced exceedingly in 
spite of blows and wounds. He 
won a great name through the 
murder of a King .. . Thus died 
Clement, France’s’ everlasting 
glory, as most people believe .. . 


MURDERERS HONORED 


“Opinions differ as to the 
monk’s act. Whilst many praise 
him and consider him worthy of 
eternal renown, others, distin- 
guished by discretion and learn- 
ing, blame him: It is not permis- 
sible, they say, for any man on 
his own authority ... to kill a 
king deposed by a nation .. . And 
they confirm this with many 
proofs and examples .. . This is 
what those teach who espouse the 
cause of the tyrant. 
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“But those who espouse the 
people’s cause can bring forward 
as many and as weighty proofs. 
It is certain that a king may, if 
the circumstances require it, be 
cited before their tribunal by the 
community from which he de- 
rives his kingly authority, and, if 
he scornfully rejects the remedy, 
may be divested of his princely 
rank ... We also see that, from 
ancient times, those who have 
murdered tyrants are held in hon- 
or. I observe that philosophers 
and theologians agree as to the 
fact that a prince who has taken 
possession of a state by arms and 
violence, without right and with- 
out the consent of the nation, may 
be deprived of life and power by 
anybody. As he is an open enemy 
and wrongfully oppresses the 
country and has the nature and 
name of a tyrant in truth and 
reality, he may be removed by 
any means and be deprived of the 
power of which he has forcibly 
possessed himself... 

“When a prince enjoys his pow- 
er by the consent of the people, 
or by his inheritance, his oppres- 
sions and whims must be borne as 
long as he chooses to infringe 
those laws of honor and morality 
to which he is bound as a person. 
For princes must not be changed 
lightly ... But if he brings ruin 
on the state .. . this must not be 
overlooked in silence. But first 
the method of deposing such a 
prince must be carefully consid- 
ered... 


“A BRAVE SPIRIT" 


“The most practicable and saf- 
est method seems to be to author- 
ize the public assembly to deter- 
mine in general conference what 
is to be done . . . If the prince 
then amends, I consider that he 
must again be reinstated and 
stronger measures need not be 
adopted. If he refuses the rem- 
edy, however . . . it is permissible 
to deprive him of his power after 
judgment has been passed upon 
him... And if the state cannot 
defend itself in any other way, 
it is permissible, according to the 
law of self-defense and on a man’s 
own authority, to kill the prince, 
who has been declared an open 
enemy with the sword. And this 
authority is possessed by every 
private individual who seeks to 
aid the state, abandoning all hope 
of impunity, at the risk of his 
own salvation. 

“You ask what is to be done 
when the authority of the public 
assembly has been suspended, as 
may frequently occur. In my 
opinion, the matter remains the 
same ... and he who, in accord- 
ance with public wishes, tries to 
kill the prince has, in my opinion, 
not acted wrongly. This is ade- 
quately confirmed by the evidence 
which I have already brought for- 
ward against tyrants. Conse- 
quently it is only the question of 
fact which is disputable, i.e., who 
should be regarded as a tyrant; 
the question of justice is clear 
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that a tyrant may be killed... 

“It is well for princes to con- 
sider that, if they oppress the 
state and become unbearable 
through their vices and moral in- 
famies, their life hangs in the bal- 
ance, and that it is not only law- 
ful to kill them, but even honor- 
able and glorious . . . If all hope 
{of the prince’s reformation] has 
disappeared, and if the state and 
the sacredness of religion are in 
danger, who is so void of wisdom 
that he cannot acknowledge that 
it is right to shake off tyranny by 
means of the law and by wea- 
pons? 

“... This is my opinion found- 
ed on sincere conviction, and 
since, being human, I may be mis- 
taken, I shall be thankful if any- 
one can advance anything better. 
I close the discussion with the 
words of the tribune Flavius, 
who, convicted of participation in 
the conspiracy against Nero, and 
asked why he had forgotten his 
oath, replied, ‘No soldier was 
more faithful than I at the time 
when you deserved to be loved. 
I began to hate you when you be- 
came a matricide, wife-murderer, 
racer and incendiary.’ A soldier- 
ly and brave spirit!’’® 


THE QUESTION OF POISON 


In answer to the question, “Is 
it permissible to kill a tyrant by 
poison?” Mariana replies: “It is 
a glorious thing to exterminate 
the whole of this pestilential and 
pernicious race [of tyrants] from 
the community of mankind. Limbs 
too are cut off when they are cor- 
rupt, that they may not infect 
the remainder of the body; like- 
wise this bestial cruelty in human 
shape must be separated from the 
State and cut off by the sword... 

“The question is only whether 
a public enemy and tyrant may 
also be killed by poison and dead- 
ly plants. This question was ad- 
dressed to me a few years ago by 
a prince in Sicily when I was 
teaching theology there... In my 
opinion, it is not permissible to 
mix either an injurious medium 
or poison in food and drink. But 
there is one reservation: If the 
person to be killed is not obliged 
to drink the poison, but the poison 
is applied from outside without 
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the co-operation of [the person to 
be killed]. Thus, for example, if 
the poison is so virulent that a 
chair or dress besmeared with it 
has the power to kill.” ° 


AIMS OF THE AVANT-GARDE 


Such expressions of Jesuit in- 
tents and intrigues could be 
greatly multiplied if there were 
space to print them. However, it 
should be pointed out that the 
Jesuit line of thought, while fol- 
lowing the pattern laid down by 
Loyola, is not altogether peculiar 
to him. Rather, it is compatible 
with the entire corpus of Roman 
Catholic teaching and practice, 
being but a more subtle distilla- 
tion of what had already been in 
progress for a thousand years. 
Jesuits are but the avant-garde, 
the champions, of this unchristian 





concept of theology and ecclesias- 
ticism. 

It should also be noted that 
when the Roman Catholic Church 
speaks of heresy she refers to 
every Protestant, and as long as 
Protestantism exists, heresy also 
exists. Any attempt to extirpate 
heresy, therefore, means the de- 
struction of Protestantism. The 
fight against heresy is the fight 
against every Protestant person 
and institution, regardless of con- 
dition, occupation, position, or 
deeds. And, as we have shown, 
the aim of the Jesuits is precisely 
to obliterate heresy. 

To particularize, the President 
of the United States, a Presby- 
terian, the Vice President, a 
Quaker, the Secretary of State, a 
Presbyterian, and so on down the 
line, would all fall under the same 


JESUIT "APOSTATE" BECOMES PROTESTANT 


A 34 year old Jesuit priest was accepted yesterday by the 
Presbytery of New York as a candidate for the ministry. 

He is Stanley Riukas, a native of Lithuania and since 
September 24th, a student at Princeton Theological Seminary, 


Princeton, N. J. 


Mr. Riukas received his Jesuit training in Kaunas, former 


capital of his native land, and in G 


ermany, Switzerland and 


Rome. He was ordained to the priesthood six years ago. 
Under the rules of the Presbytery, the new Protestant 

seminarian will be under its “care” for one year. At the end 

of that period he will be eligible for licensing as a Presby- 


terian minister. 


Presbytery spokesmen emphasized that during this period 
of “probation” both Mr. Riukas and the Presbyterian group 


coul 


dissolve their relationship if they so desired. 


Later, with the approval of officials of the Presbytery, 
the former Jesuit reported that he had arrived here from 


Rome on August 21st. 


On September 19, he joined the West-Park Presbyterian 





Labor Temple. His decision to attend Princeton Seminary, he 
explained, was made after these sessions and a meeting with 
vf Dr. John A. Mackay, president of the theological 
school. 

Mr. Riukas said he had decided to leave the Roman Cath- 
olic Church after four years of study and thought—he charged 
that the “dogmatisin of Roman Catholicism is anti-Scriptural 
and its interpretation of the Scriptures is anti-historical.” He 
likened his larvae church to a “spiritual totalitarianism that 
is threatening civil rights.” 

Mr. Riukas said he had resigned from the Jesuit Order on 
September 6th. 

Mr. Riukas writes and speaks seven languages. 

To facilitate the entrance of Mr. Riukas into the Presby- 
terian ministry, the Presbytery voted to waive its rule that a 
candidate must have been a church member for six months. 


(From the New York Times—quoted in The New Aurora, 
Nov. 1954.) ; 











condemnation as heretics. And if 
this dogma of the iegitimacy of 
persecution be carried to its logi- 
cal conclusion, the majority of 
United States citizens, as Protes- 
tants, would be wiped out. How- 
ever fantastic this might seem in 
a country like America, “the land 
of the free,” it must always be 
remembered that only expediency 
holds off the sword of persecution 
and the fires of the Inquisition. 


LET US NOT SLEEP 


Do we understand then why 
Jesuitism in particular and the 
Roman Catholic Church as a 
whole are the deadliest enemies 
of our country and our institu- 
tional life? Should America pre- 
pare the nest and allow her young 
to be fed with Jesuit propaganda 
and concepts? Should we not rath- 
er speak aloud and sound a warn- 
ing? 

As we have uncovered, in brief, 
the history, philosophy, activities, 
and aims of the Jesuit Order, 
speculating on some of the pos- 
sible reasons for the Jesuit apos- 
tasy and sounding an alarm to the 
dangers within our midst, we con- 
clude that we have done our duty, 
especially in this hour of com- 
promise and disregard for the 
security of our freedoms bought 
at the price of blood. 

The wise man once wrote: “As 
[a man] thinketh in his heart, 
so is he.” For this reason it is 
exceedingly important for Ameri- 
cans to understand the basic con- 
cepts of the Jesuits as given them 
by their founder, their system of 
logic, and their trend of thought 
in present-day affairs. 

“Therefore let us not sleep, as 
do others; but let us watch and be 
sober.” (I Thess. 5:6) 
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‘Imago primi saeculi, pp. 18 ff 

Ibid, pp. 550-552. 

* Tbid., pp. 848 ff. 

, Professor Beyschag’s Anklagen ge- 
oy den ee Vontrier, Leaflet No. 


7. De rege et regis institu- 
tione, 6th ws -» pp. 65-80. 
* Loc, cit. 





Word of God 


(continued from page 12) 


that all of what is called prophecy 
was and is in reality history after 
the event took place. What a tes- 
timony this is to the way our God 
has given pre-written history! 
Let us take two examples only: 
our Lord Jesus Christ and the 
nation Israel. 

God in His Word foretold in 
Genesis 3:15 of the seed of the 
woman that would bruise the ser- 
pent’s head; in Genesis 49:10 of 
Shiloh from the tribe of Judah to 
whom the gatherings of the peo- 
ple should be; in Numbers 24:17 
of the Star out of Jacob which 
the Magi saw centuries later; in 
Deuteronomy 18:15 of the proph- 
et like unto Moses; in Isaiah 7:14 
and 9:5 of the virgin-born Im- 
manuel and the Son given with 
all His blessed titles; in Isaiah 
53:5, 8 of the suffering Servant 
of Jehovah bearing the sins of 
the world. Are not all these pre- 
dictions completely fulfilled in 
that One whom Matthew desig- 
nates at the very outset as “the 
Son of David, the Son of Abra- 
ham?” What sweep and scope to 
these prophecies! 

We need not be surprised then 
when we read in the same blessed 
Book of a people who, God said, 
would become a great nation; who 
would be guilty of apostasy and 
disobedience (Deut. 28); who 
would be scattered throughout 
the whole world yet not without 
identity (Amos 9:9) ; who would 
finally be regathered to their land, 
resettled in it and redeemed there- 
in (Isa. 27:12, 13; Ezek. 36). 
Are not all these things to the 
very last minute true of the na- 
tion Israel? And concerning the 
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Messiah. 


TASTING NATION. 
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regathering with its blessed re 
sults, are we not beginning to see 
the very inauguration of them? — 

Is there another such book in 
existence that has such scope ag 
this one, that can speak as au. 
thoritatively as this one, that can 
foresee and foretell so trustworth- 
ily as this one? No, there is none! 


IV. THE INFLUENCE 
OF ITS POWER 


But even if the unbelieving 
were to deny all the foregoing 
truths presented to show why the 
united testimony of the believing 
Church holds and ever has held 
the Bible to be God’s Word, stil} 
they could not contravene our last 
proof. The Scriptures are with- 
out doubt God’s Word because of 
the influence of their power and 
the power of their influence. What 
do we mean? Just this: no book 
has its power to change men from 
sinners to saints, from bestiality 
to blessedness, from vice to vir- 
tue, from greed to godliness, from 
the pit to His presence, from hell 
to heaven. 

Paul at the end of his ministry 
reminds Timothy, his son in the 
gospel, that it is the Scriptures 
which are able to make “wise un- 
to salvation through faith which 
is in Christ Jesus.” (II Tim. 
3:15) Many books can make wise 
unto mathematics, the social sci- 
ences, the natural sciences and 
the philosophies, but only one 
Book has ever been able to make 
wise unto salvation—the Bible! 
Our Lord in speaking to His dis- 
ciples in the upper room discourse 
said: “Already ye are clean be 
cause of the Word which I have 
spoken unto you.” (John 15:3) 
How many books have we ever 
read that could make us clean be- 
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cause of them? Some may be en- 
lightening, informative, yes, even 
uplifting, but can it or does it 
cleanse the reader? No, only the 
Bible has such influence, such 
power. It transforms drunkards, 
revilers, thieves, liars, harlots, 
fornicators, and murderers into 
children and sons of the living 
God. 


WIN, the evolutionist, vis- 

ited Tierra del Fuego in 1833 
and found a people who he 
thought were incapable of being 
civilized, and wrote: “The Fuegi- 
ans are in a more miserable state 
of barbarism than I ever expected 
to have seen any human being.” 
On his second visit, thirty-six 
years later, he found those whom 
he had regarded as below domes- 
tic animals transformed by the 
power of the Word of God into 
Christians, and in his astonish- 
ment wrote: “I certainly should 
have predicted that not all the 
missionaries in the world could 
have done what has been done. 
It is wonderful and it shames me, 
as I have always prophesied a 
failure. It is a grand success.” 
He then wrote a letter to the Lon- 
don Missionary Society: “I shall 
feel proud if your committee shall 
think fit to elect me as honorary 
member of your society.” In the 
letter he enclosed about $125 for 
Gospel missions. Darwin saw that 
the Word of God could do what 
neither science nor any other 
agency could accomplish. It has 
transforming power. 

Spurgeon, the great English 
preacher, at one time told the 
story of a poor woman who was 
confronted by a modern agnostic 
and asked: “What are you read- 
ing?” “I am reading the Word of 
God.” “The Word of God? Who 
told you that?” “He told me so 
Himself.” “Told you so? Why, 
how can you prove that?” Look- 
ing skyward, the poor woman 
said: “Can you prove to me that 
there is a sun up in the sky?” 
“Why, of course; the best proof 
is that it warms me, and I can 
see its light!” “That’s it!” was 
her joyous reply. “The best proof 
that this Book is the Word of 
God is that it warms and lights 
my soul.” 
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Is conclusion, then, we know the 

Bible is God’s Word because of 
the unity of its construction, be- 
cause of the continuity of its exis- 
tence, because of the scope of its 
subject matter, and because of the 
influence of its power. In the 
words of Canon Hague: “There- 
fore, think not of it as a good 
book, or even as a better book, 
but lift it in heart and mind and 
faith and love far, far above all, 
and ever regard it, not as the 
word of man, but as it is in truth, 
the Word of God; nay, more, as 
the living Word of the Living 
God ; supernatural in origin ; eter- 
nal in duration; inexpressible in 
value; infinite in scope; divine in 
authorship; human in penman- 
ship; regenerative in power; in- 
fallible in authority; universal in 
interest; personal in application 
and as St. Paul declares, inspired 
in totality.” 

Do you know the Christ of the 
Book as the Lamb of God who 
taketh away the sin of the world? 
If not, “Believe on the Lord Jesus, 
and thou shalt be saved, thou and 
thy house.” (Acts 16:31) END 


Roman Catholic Lobby 
in Washington 


The religious lobbies, officially 
registered in Washington, exist 
only to protect and maintain their 
convictions from any encroach- 
ments and violations. There are 
certain lobbies, however, such as 
the Roman Catholic lobby, that 
concern themselves with further- 
ing their own ends. Special ap- 
propriations of funds for hospi- 
tals, parochial schools and other 
basically religious interests are 
sought. 

The Hill-Burton act, advancing 
Federal Aid to hospital construc- 
tion, has been successfully em- 


ployed by the Roman Church. The | 


Supreme Court should look into 
this matter, for it might infringe 
on Church-State relations. 
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The Argument Stands 


Dear Dr. Montajfio: 


The new format of the COoN- 
VERTED CATHOLIC is most ex- 
cellent and you are to be con- 
gratulated upon taking this cou- 
rageous and great step forward. 
The February number reached 
me today, and I find it thorough- 
ly packed with such material of 
worth that, after a casual glance, 
I feel I must read every word. 

The controversy over Bishop 
Strossmayer’s address, or alleged 
address, before the Vatican in 
1870 intrigues me. I note that 
Roman Catholic comment follows 
their old line, not of answering 
the argument, but attacking the 
authenticity of it, claiming that 
it was not from the pen of Bishop 
Strossmayer. 

To me it is of no importance 
whether it was written by some 
other person in recent times, 
whether it never saw the Vatican 
or even Italy. The important 
thing is that it presents a most 
remarkably true argument that 
cannot be answered. The author 
of that address, whoever he was, 
possessed a most enlightened, in- 
formed mind, an ability to set 
forth facts in a most logical or- 
der. He was acquainted with the 
Bible and with the history of the 
Roman Church. His argument, 
which simply cannot be contro- 
verted, completely and _ finally 
demolishes the idea that Jesus 
Christ appointed Peter to be His 
vicar, or intended that His vicar- 
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age should be passed down any 
line beginning with Peter. 

In the light of that argument, 
the papacy does not have any- 
thing upon which to base its 
teaching that the present pope, or 
any other pope, had the authority 
to speak for Christ. The entire 
institution of the Roman Church, 
the whole organization, collapses 
before this argument, whose ever 
it was, and becomes merely an- 
other church that must stand or 
fall upon its deeds as seen in the 
light of the Word of God. All of 
its dogmas that do not agree with 
God’s Word, the Bible, become 
spurious, false. 

CHARLES R. MURRAY 


As Others See Us: 
Dear Father Montafio: 


Your publication brings me 
sadness each month, so do me 
the favor of removing my name 
from your subscription list. 

My entire family were converts 
from the Methodist faith. 

In the light of my years of 
study, travel (nine years in 
Europe) and association with 
people I am forced to conclude 
that your magazine has a very 
poor perspective. Some of your 
points of criticism are, no doubt, 
justified, but you miss the mark, 
you misinterpret and you mis- 
represent. 

You know as well as I that 
many of the priests who leave 
the Church, generally either be- 
cause of women or trouble with 
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superiors, eventually return. You 
know the peace that comes from 
Confession. May this peace he 
yours before the day of reckon 
ing. If I can ever be of service 
please call upon me. . 


(Rev.) Jos1AH G. CHATHAM, 
S.T.L., J.C.D., Pastor 


St. Richard’s Catholic Church 
Jackson, Mississippi 














Dear Sir: 

In Christian charity may |, 
through your columns, thank my 
anonymous benefactor (?) who 
sent me the CONVERTED CATHO 
Lic. I read with mixed emotions 
your sinister publication. I 
brought to mind those hectie 
days when I too suffered from 
chronic “sect-poisoning” and 
with the fervor of a Saul was out 
to destroy Christ’s Holy Church, 

It was on that selfsame road 
to Damascus (World War II) 
that I first heard a voice saying: 
“Why dost thou persecute me?” 

For ten years thereafter, I 
searched history, Pagan, Jewish 
and Christian. I searched all the 
Scriptures, from modern 
translations through to the pre 
Protestant revolutionary era. 
And above all, I fervently prayed 
to the Holy Spirit for Divine 
Guidance. Eventually I was te 
be rewarded. One day I opened 
the Bible and there was my an 
swer: “In vain do they worship 
me, teaching doctrines and com 
mandments of men.” Matt. 15: 
9. “. . . there will be lying teach- 
ers who will bring in destructive 
sects.” II Peter 2:1. 

On December 12, 1954, by the 
Grace of God, this lost sheep 
entered the fold of the “One 
Shepherd and One Flock.” A 
peace of mind and soul beyond 
mortal description was at last 
mine as I humbly knelt and re 
ceived my Blessed Lord in Holy 
Communion. After almost a half- 
century I was rewarded with the 
most precious Gift of God — The 
Catholic Faith. 
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In conclusion, I could devote 
yolumes refuting your false 
charges, distortions and _ half- 
truths. Experience, however, has 

ved just how fruitless that 
expenditure of energy would be. 
[ shall resort to a much more 
potent and effective weapon — 
Prayer. You will be remem- 
pered daily in my prayers with 
the very words of our Divine 
lord: “FATHER FORGIVE THEM 
foR THEY KNOW NOT WHAT THEY 
po.” 






























Harry D. RIFFLE, 
Converted Protestant 


York, Pennsylvania 























P.S. If freedom of the press is 
contrary to your editorial policy, 
then please forward my letter to 
my “benefactor.” 



































Dear Dr. Montajfio: 

Thank you so very kindly for 
making it possible for me to 
read the CONVERTED CATHOLIC 
through friends. I have read it 
diligently for some time and it 
has converted me to the Catholic 
Church. My four children and 
my husband are now Catholics 
also. You are responsible for 
arousing our curiosity. We are 
just simple, hard-working, God- 
loving people and could not un- 
derstand why such wonderful 
people as Catholics could hide 
under the material you so clearly 
explain and emphasize through- 
out your magazine of hate. 

I defy you, Dr. Montajio, to 
snd me any magazine of hate 
and scandal like yours edited by 
any member of the Catholic 
Church. I am ashamed of you! 
Surely God can only feel the 
greatest of sorrow for people 
like you. Why do you do it? 

I shall love you and pray for 
you and I shall not lie about you 
— because I am a Catholic. We 
are guided by love and clear 
wderstanding in all we do. 


Mrs. ROSALIE HERBER 
Salem, Oregon 
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Dear Dr. Montafio: 

The letter from Reverend Jo- 
seph Montagna of the Franciscan 
Fathers and your reply, which 
appeared in the December issue, 
highlighted that feature of your 
editorial policy which I greatly 
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admire. Reverend Montagna 
asks if you are not afraid of of- 
fending Protestant congregations 
which may agree with the Roman 
Catholic stand regarding celi- 
bacy — or “Chastity” as he ex- 
presses it. I have been very 
happy to see in the few issues of 
your magazine which I have read 
that it is not blind to the faults of 
Protestantism, nor does it damn 
all things Roman Catholic. 

I was especially impressed 
with your answer to Reverend 
Montagna, happy that you let the 
Bible speak, for that is our 
Authority. I did think Reverend 
Montagna guilty of the very 
“trouble” of which he accuses us 
“poor people” — picking “out 
verses of Holy Scripture that 
please your individual fancy re- 
gardless of the convictions of 
others.” Yet I was glad to see 
that there was no sarcasm in 
your reply. Rather, God’s Word 
spoke, and by quoting the Scrip- 
tures which escaped Reverend 
Montagna’s_ attention proved 
your point. 

I do enjoy reading your maga- 
zine because of the spirit of love 
which it expresses. I was very 
anti-Catholic before becoming a 
Christian, ridiculing and arguing 
angrily against Romanism. I am 
still anti-Catholic, but no longer 
argue; I reason with the people 
instead, and find them receptive, 
if perplexed. And I thrill that 
God enables me to do it in the 
spirit of love! 


L. B. 
Chicago, Illinois 


Betrayal 


Dear Sir: 

The most horrible crime com- 
mitted against the Protestant 
cause is the deliberate enslave- 
ment of Protestant East Ger- 
many into Communist hands. 

Let’s not forget that this sell- 
out of devout Protestants in 
Eastern Germany was _ perpe- 
trated by the American and Brit- 
ish governments while Roman 
Catholic areas of Germany were 
placed under benevolent Ameri- 
can and British occupation. What 
a betrayal of Protestants! 


WALTER J. BIEHL 
Chicago, Illinois 





Who Are the 
Prophets? 


Dear Dr. Montajio: 


The improved style and the 
wonderful contents of the latest 
CONVERTED CATHOLIC magazine 
should go far in clarifying some 
of the present misconceptions re- 
garding the aims of the Roman 
Catholic Church... 

In your Open Forum (January, 
1955) V. Glen Megill writes re- 
garding your editorial about the 
World Council of Churches con- 
vention in Evanston, Illinois. 

Says Pastor Megill: “You de- 
plore the fact there are no proph- 
ets today. We have them... 
Bishop Oxnam . . . Kirby Page, 
E. Stanley Jones...” 

Bishop Oxnam is hardly a 
prophet, dear sir! I read his book 
I Protest, where he after great 
lengths of time and effort had 
tried to co-operate with the in- 
vestigators in branding such men 
as Harry F. Ward, who at one 
time he considered a brilliant 
teacher [and who] has finally 
been forced to defend himself to 
the utmost against the wild at- 
tacks of the interrogators who 
tried to trap him. A prophet? 
No indeed! A prophet is one 
whose insight leads him in one 
direction at all times. He does 
not vacillate and reform his 
opinions. 

Likewise E. Stanley Jones can- 
not by any standard be consid- 
ered a prophet. His attempts to 
unify “certain groups” of Prot- 
estant churches are pitiful — in 
that they attempt to unify Prot- 
estantism by improving on the 
weak legs of these divided sects 
in establishing a foundation. 
What futility! They have the 
foundation, the Holy Scriptures, 
and all they need to do is to work 
to co-ordinate the _ structures 
above. But E. Stanley Jones did 
not elaborate at any time in this 
direction ... 

Thank God, we have one voice 
that knows the Roman Catholic 
Church for what it is, the Con- 
VERTED CATHOLIC magazine and 
its editor Walter M. Montafio and 
his able assistants. 

L. L. CHRISTOPHER 
East View, New York 
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People’s Padre, by Emmett Mc- 
Loughlin (Beacon Press, 288 pp., 
$3.95) 

“Like the hero and the saint, 
the priest in human society is not 
a passive and docile citizen. His 
own way of being a good citizen 
is to be, in most sincere obedience 
to legitimate authority, eternally 
unsatisfied, not so as to upset 
social peace but so as to foster 
continually a higher goal for 
mankind...” 


We wonder if the late Cardinal 
Suhard of Paris, when writing 
these words for his pastoral let- 
ter “Priests among men,” ever 
thought that they might consti- 
tute the ground on which priests 
may leave the Roman Catholic 
Church. The Cardinal justly em- 
phasizes the role of challenge to 
men, which is inherent in the 
nature of the saint. The Chris- 
tian saint, indeed, is a sign of 
contradiction, and therefore, as 
soon as he takes his stand, pas- 
sions crystallize and pent-up 
feelings of either aversion or love 
are released. 

Personally speaking, we have 
always been impressed by the 
narrowness of the ground (that 
sort of no-man’s land between 
legitimacy and illegitimacy as 
defined and consecrated by the 
church) on which the saint 
moves. He is allowed by the 
church very little leeway. Stand- 
ing on the borderline between 
what is considered legal and ac- 
ceptable by the church and what 
is deemed heresy, the saint is 
potentially always on the verge 
of trespassing into the latter 
field. 
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It is our observation that most 
of the saints of God have been 
labeled and perhaps burned as 
heretics, giving historical con- 
tinuity to the fate which was 
Israel’s. We are convinced that 
all saints have been, in their own 
times, controversial figures; in 
relation to the organized religion 
and its churchly imputed right- 
eousness, the saint is somehow 
or other an adversary, a sort of 
“minister of restlessness.” The 
saint is rarely forgiven for re- 
calling and reinstating the true 
countenance of the One Whom 
the dominant church has always 
tried to disfigure in her process 
of tailoring the Divine Truth to 
suit her own policies and party 
lines. 

This was also the fate of Em- 
mett McLoughlin, the “sandy- 
haired” Franciscan, who had 
found Christ in the under- 
privileged people of the South 
Side of Phoenix, Arizona, the 
section that was considered by 
United States officials as the 
worst slum area of the nation. 

There, close to the city dump, 
were “a thousand open privies,” 
dilapidated shacks, stabbing and 
shooting on the streets at night, 
whores, outlaws, glassy-eyed vic- 
tims of denatured alcohol, gro- 
tesquely deformed venereal ba- 
bies, women being delivered in 
broken-down hovels by untrained 
midwives while their children 
looked on. In these shacks, babies 
“often died because of the ex- 
treme temperature in summer or 
froze to death in winter.” (p. 41) 

There, in fourteen years of un- 
selfish service to the impover- 
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ished Negroes, Latin Americay 
and whites — whose innocg 
children were forced by the “‘be 
ter element” of the city to § 
born and live in slums — th 
author came to understand thg 
“the standard Jesus set for sab 
vation was not the wearing of@ 
Roman collar, the recitation 
the rosary or of the Divine Offies 
It was not the building of 
church or a shrine, or the prag 
tice of poverty, or non-practig 
of birth control, or the practigg 
of celibacy. It was not the wear 
ing of a robe, or sprinkling 
holy water, or anointing 
oils, or fasting in Lent, or ab 
staining on Friday, or eating ip 
common, or kissing a knot at the 
end of a cord. Jesus gave on 
standard: ‘Inasmuch as ye hav 
done it unto one of the least of 
these my brethren, ye have dong 
it unto me.’” (p. 100) : 


Confronted with the contradi¢ 
tion between the ecclesiastical 
racial policy and the teaching 
the same church, the author tried 
at first to overcome his perplex 
ity with the drudgery of hari 
work. He says: “Here [in the 
slum area] I found my God. I 
buried my doubts and my fears 
in working harder for the hous 
ing of the poor, the betterment of 
public health, and the promotion 
of the hospital I had dreamed of 
— a hospital that would care for 
the poor and prove to the world 
that people of all races could 
study, work, and live together” 
(p. 101) e 

This spirit of revolt against 
the Roman Catholic Church's 
practice of racial discrimination 
gave zest and momentum to the 
author’s dream, which was noth 
ing but the American dream. 
Dramatically, McLoughlin states: 
“How could I believe in the My 
tical Body of Christ—and refuse 
to accept a Negro into a school, 
a church, or a hospital? How 
could I live with myself if I re 
mained part of a church that not 
only ignored but in practice de 
nied what it so solemnly taught? 
(p. 69) < 


































This dream he pursued 


against the opposition of % 
hierarchical] superiors and te 
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mocking defiance of the nuns of 
§t. Joseph’s Hospital, whom he 
pad challenged to follow Christ’s 
feachings. When the new hospi- 
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fal became a reality, the latent 
ition to the one whom they 

pad thought to be a day-dreamer 

turned into open persecution. 

McLoughlin’s hospital consti- 
tuted a challenge to the Catholic 
hospital in town: it was too 
much of a touchstone of true 
Christianity not to arouse an 
eclesiastical coalition against it. 
Qn the other hand, the intrepid 
Francisan was too big a pebble 
in the shoe to be further allowed 
in town. The “superiors” decided 
to get rid of him. 

Once more, they showed they 
had miscalculated Emmett Mc- 
loughlin. As he himself says, 
“What is desired [by the ecclesi- 
astical superiors] in the priest- 
hood is a low-grade mediocrity— 
lots of little pawns . . . yes-men 
with no individuality or ambition 
or dreams.” (p. 63) McLoughlin 
was certainly made of a finer and 
tougher temper. 

Forced to choose between al- 
lgiance to God and allegiance to 
man, the author not only did not 
hesitate but made his break with 
the church “openly and honestly.” 
Moreover, he dared “to brave the 
gorm in the same city in which 
le had worked as a priest.” And 
t comfort others who are or 
lave been in the same predica- 
ment, he adds on the same page 
that “five years later he has 
found that God did not curse 
him; that the wrath of his form- 
@ co-religionists, though contin- 
Wus and vicious, has availed 
tthing; that the general public 
did not offer condemnation but 
wngratulation; and that the 
Kingdom of God seems much 
learer than it had ever been be- 
fore.” (p. 2) 

McLoughlin’s autobiography 
lags an exemplary value. It 
lands as one more paradigm of 
the spiritual pilgrimage from the 
fandards of a churchly con- 
fered righteousness to Christ’s 
Standards. The book, at times 
@amatic and at other times 
ihecdotical, is absorbing, signifi- 
ant in content, and highly read- 
able. END 
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Propaganda! 


Are Christian missions merely 
propaganda machines? It depends, 
of course, on what you mean by 
propaganda. That word has come to 
take on a very sinister and evil con- 
notation in recent years; just how re- 
cent is seen in the fact that all but the 
most recent dictionaries define propa- 
ganda as the perfectly respectable and 
legitimate attempt to spread a certain 
system of doctrines. Not many Prot- 
estants are aware of the fact that 
the term was first given wide-spread 
use by the Roman Catholic Church. 
In 1622 Pope Gregory XV created 
what came to be known as the Con- 
gregatio de propaganda fide or So- 
ciety for the Propagation of the 
Faith. In its shortened form it was 
known throughout the Catholic 
Church as the College of Propaganda, 
or just simply Propaganda. 

The duties of this organization 
were to establish the boundaries of 
the mission jurisdictions of the 
Church, and to assign each district 
to some mission order or society. 
Thus the Propaganda was not so 
much a mission organization itself as 
a coordinator of the whole missionary 
enterprise of the Roman Church. In 
its original sense, then, propaganda 
meant simply to spread the faith... 

We may then ask, What was it 
that brought this word into its pres- 
ent disrepute? Today no one in his 
right mind likes to be accused of 
spreading propaganda, least of all 
the Church. If you wish to cast a 
shadow of doubt on the reliability of 
a man’s words, merely call them 
propaganda. So highly charged is 
this word with emotion now, that un- 
scrupulous public speakers in our 
country have used it extensively to 
brand their enemies, knowing full 
well that when the general public 
comes to believe that a man is speak- 
ing “propaganda” it no longer trusts 
him. 

I believe the downfall of the word 
came with the popularization of the 
school of thought which denied that 
truth has any objective existence. 
Truth is whatever a society thinks is 
truth at the time. From the time of 
the ancient Greek sophists to think- 
ers such as John Dewey, this philoso- 
phy has had periodic popularity. But 
it took the followers of Karl Marx te 
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apply this idea to its ultimate con- 
clusion. According to them, truth is 
whatever the state or the party wishes 
it to mean... Thus “truth” may 
change overnight . . . It is this kind 
of “truth” which the western world 
has come to call propaganda. It is 
characterized by endless repetition, 
by rote memorization of certain key 
phrases, and by the nonreflective 
acceptance of authority. In the words 
of a speaker at the recent Convoca- 
tion of Christian Colleges propaganda 
differs from legitimate persuasion “in 
that it seeks to influence persons 
unduly, until they know neither the 
basis for their actions nor the impli- 
cations of their actions.” 

If we accept this definition, then 
the missionary activity of the Church 
is, or should be, the exact opposite of 
propaganda. While propaganda de- 
grades men to the status of a tool, 
Christianity always exalts the infinite 
worth of the human soul. While 
propaganda shows only contempt for 
men’s minds, the gospel of Jesus 
Christ appeals to both heart and 
mind. We believe that the truth is 
something greater than man or the 
state, and therefore it cannot be 
tampered with even when it appears 
to our immediate advantage to do so. 
We do not exploit and use the truth; 
rather we are under the dominance 
of the truth. This is not bondage or 
servility, because the truth is not 
abstract thought but it is supreme 
Person. Jesus said, “I am the Truth.” 
That is what we seek to say in our 
missionary work at home and abroad. 
In its long history, the Church has 
at times been guilty of propagandiz- 
ing in the modern sense, but it has 
always been given the grace to see 
that using the truth as a means 
instead of an end is always wrong. 

One of the greatest resources at 
our disposal in the world struggle 
with a vicious and evil propaganda 
is the gospel of Jesus Christ. When 
all men come to accept him as ulti- 
mate Truth, then we will need have 
no fear of communism. Our Christian 
mission is to spread that Gospel, with 
passion and persuasion but not by 
propaganda. 


— The United Presbyterian 
Oct. 11, 1954 





Editers of 
“Our Sunday Visiter’’: 


“Catholics are ready to admit 
that there was much to correct 
in the lives of both clergy and 
people at Luther’s time, but that 
was only one short episode in the 
nineteen-century life of the Cath- 
olic Church . . . The Luther film 
presents a fairly true picture of 
the Church as it was in his day, 
but that is like condemning a 
man’s whole life, even though 
during youth and early manhood 
it was saintly, and later saintly 
again while during a few years 
the man had lapsed into sin.” 
(Our Sunday Visitor, March 21, 
1954) 


Jorge Manach, 


Cuban writer, at the Columbia 
University bicentennial con- 
ference on “Responsible Freedom 
in the Americas”: “In Latin 
America the acquiescence and 
even the collaboration of the 
church with fascist or reaction- 
ary regimes has been very appar- 
ent. From both the religious and 
the political standpoint, this to- 
day constitutes a grave threat 
to liberty in Spanish America, 
where in recent years govern- 
ments of force, almost all with a 
military base, have multiplied.” 
(The Churchman, Dec. 1, 1954) 


T. James Mack: 


“Years of serving as an usher in 
our parish church leave us with 
the firm conviction that there 
are Catholics who appear to be 
afraid to be found alive inside a 
church and when they do finally 
get inside it’s because they’ve 
been wheeled in. A harsh impres- 
sion? The same impression can 
be gleaned at almost any Catho- 
lic Church on any Sunday. Al- 
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though there may be empty seats 
inside the Church you’ll find the 
furtive Catholics hanging around 
the vestibule and near the doors 
like fifth column spies. They are 
not seeking to enter the Church, 
but to leave it and as quickly as 
possible. Strangers outside the 
church often remark about this 
and cannot be blamed for won- 
dering about it. As an usher, we 
have found that this type of 
Catholic resents being told there 
is room inside. Most of those in 
this category are men — rarely 
do you find a woman who is con- 
tent to assist at the Holy Sacrifice 
from the vestibule. Teenagers 
are becoming increasingly prone 
to the practice. (Our Sunday 
Visitor, Jan. 2, 1955) 


Ted Le Berthon, 


in an article on “The Faith and 
Alcoholics Anonymous”: “Why 
is it... that so many Catholics 
could not stop their excessive 
and often destructive drinking 
despite desperate prayers, fre- 
quent recourse to the Sacraments, 
the making of retreats and the 
taking of pledges, but have 
attained sobriety after joining 
A.A.? Hadn’t the Church’s chan- 
nels of grace seemingly failed 
them?” (The Catholic Mind, Jan. 
1955) 


A Reader: 


“My suggestion for the en- 
larged Magazine is that you do 
something about the page headed 
Ipse Dixit. Many people do not 
know who Ipse Dixit is. It is 
important that they should know 
instantly who it is pouring such 
stuff into their ears. Better not 
leave any room for confusion in 
the reader’s mind. 


“Put the cookies on the le 
shelf where the children all 
reach.” 

To clear up any confusion 
might exist in the minds of 
of our readers, we would lik 
explain that IPSE DIXIT is a 
phrase meaning, literally, “ 
said it himself’ — in this 
with the connotation of § 
incrimination, as when a be 
erang reacts against its use 


STOP SMOKING 


BANISH THE CRAVING FOR TC 


The easily applied method explained in * 
SMOKING HABIT” by Wodehouse will 
you to quickly and positively rid yourself 

Tobacco Habit. Read this book through. 
enjoy it, and if you don't give up smo 
get your money back and no questions 
Postpaid only $1.00. 
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CHANNELS ONLY- 
BLESSED CHANNEL: 


For many years the Lord has been 
this Society in a marvelous way as a ¢ 
of blessing to countless thousands of Jes 
folks throughout America, Europe, a 
India. The weary and despairing, the 
less and the suffering, are made to 
meaning of Christian compassion as a 
in their own lives. 

The Lord wants to use you too as ac 

of blessing. Will you join us in the gi 

task of proclaiming Christ and helping 

whom He calls “my brethren, my ! 

— His kinsmen, the Jews? ‘ 

$ 10.00 will peaette a substantial f 
parce . 

20.00 wall support a destitute 
whole month 
100.00 will enable a missionary to 
Christ for one month 
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